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Another warm-hearted friend has handed to us 
his check for twenty-five dollars, to enable us to send 
The Sunday School Times to worthy persons who 
want it, but are unable to pay for it. There is no 
lack of applications for papers on the charity list. 


The Sanday School Times enters with this number 
upon its twentieth volume. Our hope is that before 
reaching its twenty-first birthday it will have fairly 
shown itself entitled to the rights and privileges of 
an independent Christian manhood, and be ready 
for @ life of usefulness. 


Next week is the Week of Prayer. The schedule 
of topics of thought and supplication for its several 
days, suggested by the Evangelical Alliance, is given 
onanother page. The absurdity of putting the Sunday- 
school under the head of Missions, instead of group- 
ing it with the Family and the School is again 
perpetrated in this schedale. Prayer is asked for 
Christian missions to Jews, Gentiles, and Sunday- 
school scholars, But the men who suggested this did 
not mean any wrong. They sinned through igno- 
rance. Now that they are evidently “asleep with 
their fathers,” their successors, trained in the Sun- 
day-school, will hardly blunder in similar fashion. 

In a thoughttut article in The Fortnightly Review, 
a writer declares: “A man should not talk about 
what he does not know.” And this he insists is “a 


proposition which must be granted” him, which 
indeed “ cannot be contradicted.” Does that man 
know what he is talking about? His proposition 7s 
contradicted continually in the ears of all of us. 
What havoe its acceptance would make in some of 
our superintendents’ desks and our teachers’ seats. 
Not talk about what they do not know! Why, that 
is the very thing which most people do their chief 
talking about. There would be silence in many a 
class, and in many another gathering, for more than 
“the space of half an hour,” if persons could only talk 
about what they fairly know. 


“ You've got plenty of boys here to day; but next 
Sunday you can wait for em,” said a bright miseion 
scholar to his superintendent at a Christmas festival. 
And there was a deal of force in that suggestion. 
The Christmas dinner, or the Christmas tree, or the 
Christmas candies will draw a crowd to almost any 
Sunday-school; but if you take it for granted that 
all who are with you on Christmas, or on the Sunday 
before it, will be with you the Sunday following, you 
will find, on reaching your school-room, that “you 
can wait for’em.” This has been as true this year 
as heretofore. There was a large attendance last. 
Sunday and the Sunday previous at most of our 
Sunday-schools. Making allowance for “repeaters” 
at several schools, there were more children at the 
schools sessions than are commonly found there. In 
some schools more were present than ever before. 
That was a good sign sofar. But now the question 
comes, How can these boys and girls who have 
found their way into the Sunday-school be held 
there? It seems that there are children enough 
close at hand to greatly increase the Sunday-school 
attendance—if only you can offer the attractions 
which will win them. The responsibility is clearly 
on you to attach them to your school—or to let 
them run uncared for. What are you going to do 
about it? 


We recently took occasion to remind the mana- 
gers of Young Men’s Christian Associations that the 
chief mission of their organization is to do a work 
for young men in a line not attempted by the 
churches generally ; and that the finding of employ- 
ment for those who lack it, inthe great cities, is an 
important branch of their labors. Our expression 
of views on this point has called out varied com- 
ment. We were told by one prominent clergyman 
that we made clearer to his mind than ever before 
the value and importance of these Associations. 
On the other hand we have been remonstrated with 
by some persons for seeming unfriendlinese to the 
Associations in pointing out possible misconceptions 
of their true sphere. One enthusiastic friend at the 
West has attempted to show to us that the best 
work of the Associations is in promoting Christian 
unity, hence that a union prayer-meeting or love- 
feast is a surer sign of efficiency in the Association 
which arranges for it, than the providing of 
Christian homes, and the securing of honest employ- 
ment for any number of needy young men would 
be. The most satisfactory response, however, to 


‘|our words on this point is in a specific statement 


from the Employment Bureau of the Philadelphia 
Young Men's Christian Association, showing how 
much has been done in this city in the very line 





indicated by us as desirable, It appears that in 





the seven years since this Bureau was organized, 
nearly ten thousand persons have obtained situations 
for honest and remunerative employment through 
its direct agency. This is a noble record. It is 
worthy of imitation elsewhere. If other Aesso- 
ciations have done as well as that of Philadelphia 
in this particular, there is excellent service being 
performed by the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciations of the United States in a field not com- 
monly filled by the local churches. 





READING BETWEEN THE LINES. 


When, a few years ago, prisoners of war, both 
North and South, were watched very closely in all 
their correspondence with friends, they resorted to 
many devices by which they could communicate 
more information than appeared on the face of the 
brief and constrained letters which they submitted 
to the military authorities for inspection. One com- 
mon method was by writing an ordinary prison letter 
in plain ink, and then writing between the lines 
quite a different letter, in lemon-juice or some sort of 
“sympathetic ink,” invisible at first, but brought out 
distinctly when subjected to the influence of heat. 
If the guards were too watchful and shrewd to 
justify the prisoner in attempting this more familiar 
stratagem, it was not unusual] for a man to employ 
words in a twofold sense, in his writing, trusting to 
the keen discernment of his correspondent to detect 
their inner meaning, or relyiag on a@ pre-arranged 
plan of conveying intelligence in this way. Thus, 
reading between the lines became an important 
matter when a letter was received from a prisoner 
of war. 

Yet such reading was hardly more important in 
that correspondence than it is in all: for there isa 
vast deal of writing concealed between that which is 
on the lines in print, in manuscript, or in the human 
face; and without an understanding of the inter- 
lineary tracings the purport or the force of all that 
appears is often undervalued or overestimated, if 
not wholly misconceived. 

Editors have peculiar need to read between the 
lines in the letters accompanying manuscripts for 
publication. When a contributor writes of “your 
valuable paper,” of “your esteemed journal,” of 
“ your discriminating taste,” and tells of his writing 
“only in the hope of aiding the common cause in 
which we are engaged,” assuring the editors that to 
him it is “ quite immaterial whether the article sent 
goes into the columns of the paper or into the waste 
basket,” it is often true that between the lines are 
suggestions that the paper in question will comtinue 
to be esteemed and valuable if the proffered article 
ts accepted ; that the discriminating taste ought to 
reeognize the merit of the “little poem enclosed,” 
and that the writer’s devoutness and humility ought 
to command the editor's favor. Once in a while a 
contributor is honest enough to write out in plain 
letters what is usually concealed between the lines. 
For example, a friend of ours recently submitted to 
us @ manuscript essay on an important theme, with 
an accompanying note, from which we quote a few 
sentences, giving in parenthesis the interlineary 
clauses. He said: “I send by this mail a cepy of 
my essay, though I imagine your editor will be 
appalled by it. Of course, I don’t care whether he 
publishes it or not; (but if he doesn’t, I'll scalp 
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him.) Of course, I'm very modest about 


the contents | worde, though moderate, mean more than another's; 





| tles the meaning of a very unclassical Greek con- 


of the paper, and think its ideas quite trite and | or, “I use strong words, but you know that I always | struction, and, at the same time, evinces the identity 


common place; (but woe to the man who says they 
Of couree, Monsieur l'Editeur may use the 
whole or a part; (but you'll be sorry if you dissect 
my pet baby, and deprive the world of its complete 
I shall grant him the right to! 


are !) 


beauty and form.) 
differ from me in judgment of the paper; (but I 
wait to see whether The Sunday School Times is in 


its dotage, or whether it possesses that promise of | 


certain advancement and growth—the ability to see 
genius when it comes all unadorned and modest.)” 
Not every newspaper contributor, however, is willing 
to thus put on the lines what so often goes between 
them. 

How strangely that which is Jetween the lines 
would look if written on them, in some requests for 


the publication of a sermon or a course of lectures, 


in some proflers of a public dinner to a distinguished 


personage, in some invitations to a politician to| 


stand for a certain office, in some letters of accept- 
ance by a successful candidate of the honors of the 
nomination thrust upon him, in some certificates of a 
man’s fitness for a position of honor or trust, in some 
college announcements of an honorary degree toa 
clergyman or lawyer or other civilian, in some com- 
mendation of an author's book, or an artist's map or 
picture, and in a great many other messages of com- 
pliment or congratulation. “If our minister wants 
to see his sermon in print, I've no objection to 
asking him to put it there.” “As our ambitious 
friend needs a little bolstering just now, we'll try a 
public dinner for him.” “At last I’ve got the 
nomination I worked for; but I must talk as if I 
never wanted it.” ‘I can’t very well refuse this 
fellow’s request to sign a paper recommending him, 
but I hope they won't be foolish enough to give him 
that place.” “As your frieuds say that you are 
aching fora D.D, and that our college may make 
something by letting you have it, we've decided to 
confer the degree in spite of its absurdity for you.” 
It is said that in one case, not long ago, where a 
lawyer went around among his friends with a paper 
asking the corporation of a certain college to give 
him the honorgry degree of A.M., and obtained 
nearly thirty signatures from among the alumni of 
that institution, that the college faculty received, 
about the same time, letters from more than twenty 
of the signers, saying that they had signed under 
pressure of courtesy, and hoped the degree would 
not be given. Each of these writers simply put on 
another sheet what might have been read between 
the lines of the original paper signed by him. 

It is really an important matter to study well 
what is between the lines in all words of praise of 
men or books or works of ar‘, and in all the varied 
utterances and acts of courtesy and social inter- 
course between friends and acquaintances. If we 
limit our reading to what is plainly on the lines, 
we are commonly unable to judge fairly the tenor 
of the writing under consideration, and we are liable 
to be sadly warped or misguided through what we 
read. There is necessarily between the lines, to 
qualify what is on them, in most declarations of a 
personal nature, much that could not fairly be written 
out, It would not be right for a man always to say 
all that he thinks of another to whom, orabout whcm, 
he is speaking. Christian kindness often requires him 
to hold back much which might with truth be eaid 
by way of criticiem or censure. If, therefore, we 
always accept what is written or spoken in kind 
commendation of ourselves or our work, as express- 
ing the whole truth, or as showing the full estimate 
of that which is approved, we are likely to take to 
our hearts a meed of praise by no means intended 
for us. 
written or said about othere. 


feel even more deeply than I write.’ It is quite as 
| important to bear in mind this side of the truth as 


about ourselves or others. A statement ora suggestion 


or application. 

writer we are to read between the lines: “fam 
your friend. 
ness toward you.’ A paragraph may look likea 
doubt of our character or intentions. Between the 
lines, however, is written: ‘I have shown plainly 
encugh that I trust you. Whatever else you see in 
my writing, be sure that no signof want of confi- 
dence is there.”’ When such words belong between 
| the lines, it is our duty to count them as really a 
portion of the letter as anything that it containe. 
| Without such reading there is an end to pleasant 
intercourse between eensitive friends. We knew of 
a mother who gave constant discomfort to herself 
and to her loved and loving son by continually ques- 
tioning the affectionate nature of his letters to her. 
She wou!d seem to scrutinize his every sentence, to 
find, if pcssible, some unpleasant suggestion in it, 
and then write to know if he really meant what 
those words seemed to intimate. The poor boy was 
kept in incessant worry over his mother’s doubts of 
the sincerity and depth of bis affection for her—and 
this while he loved her as he loved his life, and while 
she ought to have read the declaration of that fact 
between the lines of his familiar and easy lettere. 





The character and known views of the writer, the 
circumstances of the writing, and the nature of the 
theme treated, must all go into an estimate of what 
is written between the lines. That which is there 
must be understood as qualifying, as making more 
intense, or as interpreting and supplementing that 
which is open to the uninstructed reader. He who 
fails to read wiseiy between the lines, fails to read 
wisely what is upon the lines. 


BLIND MARGINAL REFERENCES. 


In the various editions of our English Bible, the 
marginal references vary greatly. In some, the 
references are few, but pertinent; in others, they 
are more or less careless, referring sometimes to a 
merely coincident word. In others again, the good 
and irrelevant are mixed, necessitating much labor; 
while in a few, like the “ Treasury Bible,” the num- 
ber is great, but so furnished with guiding notes as 
to be at once very copious and very labor-saving. 

In the original edition of our English Buble, of 
1611, the references, except afew based on mistrane- 
lations, or on an unhappy choice in following earlier 
authorities of apparent weight, were generally very 
pertinent; and the same may be said of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society's reference Bibles. In them, a 
reference that at first sight appears doubtful or 
blind, often becomes very luminous on close exami- 
nation, as a very few examples will show. 

Thus, at 2 Chronicles 28: 19, the reference to the 
words “king of Israel” is to 2 Chronicles 21: 2. 
At first sight it seems to refer merely to the same 
verbal expression; but a closer look chows that it 
refers to the parallel use of “ Israel” for ‘“‘ Judah,” 
after the separation of the two kingdoms; a very 
rare use of the word, for which various explanations 
are given—but which, any way, stimulates thought 
| in several profitable directions. 

An instance of a different sort occurs at Romans 
/1: 23, And changed the glory of the uncorrupti- 
| ble God into an image,” etc. One reference is to 
| Psalm 106: 20, Thus they changed their glory 





And the same truth applies to what is| into the similitude of an ox,’ ete, Though the per- 


| tinence is generally obvious in the sentiment, yet in 


But the writing between the lines is by no means | the eyesof the translators it belonged strictly to the 
always in qualification or restriction of that which | parallel existing between the Greek of the New 


is upon them. 


perhaps, “‘ You know [ am chary of praise, and my | gint. 


Sometimes it makes even stronger | Testament and that of the Greek Old Testament 
and more hearty all that is fully expressed. It says, 


which Christ and the apostles quoted—the Septua- 
The parallel not only is very close, but it eet- 





of the “ glory”’ in the two passages. 
A still different instance occurs at 2 Chronicles 


the other in reading what is written or said to us | 20: 21, “ And to say, Praise,” etc. The reference is 


to Psalm 136: 1, which is plain superficially. But 


in a letter may seem to contain an unkind reference |in the Hebrew, the words, “‘ Praise,” etc., are the 
But from what we know of the! 


identical words of the commencement of Psalm 136 


| It is like our common way of saying: “The congre- 
You know I cannot mean an unkind- | 


gation sang, ‘ There is a fountain filled with blood ;’” 
or, as if the passage read: “and to sing the one 
hundred and thirty-sixth Psalm.” 

An instance of still another sort occurs at Mat- 
thew 17: 24, ete. The references to “tribute” 
are Exodus 30: 13, ete., and Exodus 38:26. Thisis 
not clear in the English version, but on locking at 
the Greek we find the word for “tribute” to be that 
appropriated in the Greek Old Testament, aforesaid, 
for the half-shekel which each of the chosen people 
was to pay to God as a ransom for his sou!, when 
they were numbered. Referring to this, Christ asks 
Peter if he is to pay that tax, asone of the ransomed 
people, or is free, as Son of the theocratic King. It can 
mean nothing else than a declaration of his exemp- 
tion as the Son of God; and so Peter must have 
understood it. 

To those who are able to study the Greek Testa- 
ment, the number of references that are blind will 
amazingly diminish, by using the Septuagint asa 
help, even leaving the Hebrew quite out of the ques- 
tion. The Greek New Testament is as full of allu- 
sions to and adaptations of the terminology of the 
Septuagint, as modern sermons in English are of the 
phraseology of our English version. And the reader 
only of the English will perhaps see the utility of 
these remarks a little better when he reflects that his 
marginal references would not be quite the same to a 
German who can only read the German Bible, or to 
the Frenchman with his version, and so on. The 
peculiarity of each language obscures its own portion 
of the marginal references. It also may be seen why 
some apparently pertinent marginal references are 
omitted in the best editions; the parallel exists only 
in the translation, not in the original. Here, again, 
some editions are at fault in multiplying references. 

In one case, however, it is a great pity that our 
Eoglish Bibles omit suodry marginal references of 
great importance. In1 Corinthians 2: 13, ‘ compar- 
ing spiritual things with spiritual,” our translators 
evidently wished to render the Greek word for ‘‘ com- 
paring " by its equivalent Latin derivative, and per- 
haps to keep the Latin senee of “ fitting" or “ adapt- 
ing.”” But a reference to the Septuagint shows that 
the word has there acquired the exclusive meaning 
of “interpreting,” being so used mainly with refer- 
ence to dreams, beginning with those which Jose; h 
interpreted, and going through Gideon's on to those 
in Daniel, and as if to clinch the meaning, the same 
set of words is used with reference to interpreting 
the handwriting on Belshazzar’s wall. These refer- 
ences furnish the key to the passage; and the verse 
would read: “ Which things we epeak not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth: interpreting [things] of the 
Spirit in [words] of the Spirit.” Nor is this at all 
new ; a host of minor translations of merit, male by 
men familiar with the Septuagint, all the way down 
through the last two centuries, have a like reading. 

But space will hardly allow pursuing the matter 
further. Try a search with each blind reference, and 
see how long it will take to exhaust the subject. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—To those of our readers who have aided Chloe Lank- 
ton—the patient Christian sufferer of these many years— 
these words of thanks from her will have a special interest. 

New Hartrorp, Conn 
My pear FRIEND: 

Your kind note and check for $27 is gladly and thankfully 
received. I do indeed thank you and all the kind donors of this 
generous gift more than I can express. 
me. 


, December 13, 1877. 


Tt will be a great help to 
Jesus only knows how thankful I feel for it. I have suffered 
more than usual for several months past. I have been more com. 
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fortable for three weeks past, but not nearly as well as before I 
was so sick last summer. I am much worse sometimes than others, 
but at best I am never free from suffering, but God seés fit to spare 
me, and I will wait patiently and suffer all his will. He still sus- 
tains me. My trust is in him. He doeth all things well. 
Many; very many thanks for the money you sent. With kind 
regards, I am gratefully yours, Cutoz LANKToN. 


—We are in constant receipt of letters inquiring about 
the best wall-map to illustrate the lessons of the coming 
quarter. An answer to this question depends somewhat 
upon the size of the school-room where the map is to be 
used. The “ Map of Palestine and Parts of Syria, by Pro- 
fessors Osborn and Coleman,” nine and a half feet long by 
six broad, is a good one for a large room. Its cost, 
mounted on rollers, is $1200. Messrs. Nelson and Phil- 
lips publish several suitable maps of various sizes, on mus- 
lin, at prices ranging from $3.00 to $12.50. “Hobart’s 
Old Testament Map of Palestine,” published by The Advo- 
cate Publishing House, of St. Louis, is acheap map well 
suited to small rooms. Its size is thirty by forty-four 
inches. Its cost, on folding muslin, postage included, is 
$1.50. A more valuable map than any other of like dimen- 
sions with which we are acquainted is Raaz’s map of Pal- 
estine, published by B. Westermann & Co., 524 Broadway, 
New York. It is not only an excellent map, in the ordi- 
nary sense, but it shows the physical geography in a man- 
ner nowhere surpassed. One sees the peculiar configura- 
tions of the country at a glance, with the mountains and 
hills in proper proportions. The map was prepared by C. 
Raaz, of Berlin, with names, etc., in German; but at the 
suggestion of the Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Thompson, an Eng- 
lish edition was issued. This map has the recommendation, 
for its accuracy, of our best biblical scholars. It is four 
and a half feet long, by two feet eight inches wide; and 
can be had either in paper, or on muslin varnished, and 
mounted on roliers, Its price is,on paper, $2.00; mounted 
on muslin, $3.00. The large map does not show the divis 
ions between the kingdoms of Judah and Israel; but‘on the 
same surface are two smaller maps; one showing the tribal 
division of Palestine, which answers every purpose; and 
the other, Jerusalem. 


—It is always best to be accurate. We certainly strive to 
be so, though now and then we realize anew that accuracy 
is only a relative thing. We are glad to find our readers 
carefully watching our pages in this respect; it makes us 
feel stronger while we walk upright, and surer of being 
lifted up when we stumble. And here we must acknowl- 
edge a debt to a critical friend who writes from Hartford, 
Conn. : 

In the editorial “They feared when they entered into the 
cloud,” ete., (December 22), designed to advocate greater accuracy 
on one point, the writer falls into an error. He says: “even the 
three who seemed to be pillars,” referring to Galatians 2: 9, 
“ James, Cephas, and Jobn.”’ But Matt. 17: 1 says,-speaking of the 
three disciples who were taken up to see the Transfiguration, 
“ Peter, James, and John his brother.” The “James” on the 
mount was killed (Acts 12: 2) before Paul began his missionary 
journeys. Therefore these three were not “ the three ‘ who seemed 
to be pillars.’ ” Quod erat demonstrandum. A mere suggestion 
would have remedied the matter, but I want to show that one who 
was so verbally careful on one point pledges himself to like care- 
fulness every where. 

And yet we must beg indulgence fora little explanation. 
A noted minister of the gospel, and one of the foremost 
biblical scholars in America, was once asked why he used 
the passage, ‘‘ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,” etc. (1 Cor. 
2: 9), to illustrate the heavenly glories, when the passage 
only referred to the state of a spiritual man as distinguished 
from a natural man, which latter had not the eye, ear, or 
heart requisite. “Bless you!” said he, “you don’t sup- 
pose I don’t know that? I only adapt the words to another 
thing, as the apostles did before me with the words of the 
Old Testament in many instances.” And so to our corres- 
pondent : we do not plead guilty to the error of supposing 
that James on the mount was the James of Galatians 2: 
9; nor were we “referring to Galatians 2: 9,” for the 
thing, nor in the sense, necessary to our correspondent’s 

demonstration. The three on the mount may fairly be 
considered the three “ who seemed to be pillars” among the 
disciples prior to our Lord’s ascension—a somewhat differ- 
ent body from the college of apostles—and so we took 
them. Were we speaking of Stanton, Seward, and Chase, 
as the three ‘‘ who seemed to be pillars” in Lincoln’s cab- 
inet, we presume the language would be correct enough. 
The fault in our article, if any, is in the fact that the clear 
distinction was not stated in words, and too much was left 
for inference. If our correspondent feels that he also 
“pledges himself to like carefulness everywhere,” he will 
see by looking at Galatians 1: 16, 18; Acts 11: 29, 30; 
if not also Acts 9: 23-29; Acts 11: 25; that the James 
on the mount was not killed before Paul had been for sev- 


AT THE MILE-STONE. 


BY ALEXANDER R. THOMPSON, D.D. 


A moment at the mile-stone 
Stay, thou of weary feet; 

The journey has been toilsome, 
And rest is ever sweet, 

Fresh purpose it may give thee, 
This moment of delay, 

And help thee meet with courage 
The peril of the way. 


Thou surely art no stranger 
To toil and pain and tears; 
Thy feet are bruised and way-worn, 


| graduated Master of Artsin the University of Virginia,— 
an honor reached by few,—and has had the advantages of 


Thy heart is sick with fears. 
Where are the sweet companions 
Who started out with thee, 

With lips so full of music, 
And faces bright with glee? 


How silent thou art standing, 
And leaning on the stone! 

Art thinking how they left thee 
To journey on alone ?— 

How bitter was the parting 
When they said, “ Let me go,” 

And they went with the angels, 
And thou went on with woe? 


How nearly hadst thou fallen 
When evil smote thee sore, 

And horrible ter:ptation 
Came to thee o'er and o’er! 

“ Where is thy God?”’ it mocked thee 
With wild and cruel cry ; 

“ Where is my God?” thy lips said, 
And echo gave reply. 


Nay, lean upon the mile-stone, 
And yet a moment stay, 

And answer how those camest 
Throngh that dark cloudy day 

The dreary waste was trackless, 
Thy heart was chilled with fear, 

Help came not; hope was dying; 
Yet, pilgrim, thou art here. 


Did no one hear thee saying 
“’T were better far to die" ? 
In that thine utter peril 
Came there no Helper nigh ? 
No mortal eye could see Him, 
No sound fell on thine ear, 
Yet Some one held and helped thee, 
For, pilgrim, thou art here. 


Where went they who went from thee 
To sleep beneath the sod ? 

Thou knowest. They went swiftly 
And safely home to God. 

That cost the awful ransom 
Christ gave on Calvary: 

And didst thou dream that it would 
Cost nothing then to thee? 


They in the Father’s mansions,— 
The toilsome journey o’er,— 
Nor pain, nor sin, nor sorrow, 
Nor tears forevermore! 
Joy for them! And for thee too, 
For surely thou may’st know 
Christ, who saved them, will save thee. 
Keep heart, arise, and go! 





PROFESSOR TOY AS A CRITICAL 
SCHOLAR. 


BY PRESIDENT H. G. WESTON. 


Will you allow me a line to express the very great 
gratification with which I have seen the announcement 
that the Rev. Dr. Toy will prepare the Critical Notes on 
the Old Testament for The Sunday School Times, during 
the coming year? Asa master of Hebrew and cognate 
languages, Dr. Toy is well known to scholars in hitown 
department; and in Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, he 
has recently given proof of his full and accurate attain- 
ments in Oriental learning. What is of equal consequence 
to your readers, he is a scientific student of his own 
language, widely read in English literature, at home among 
English writers of every age and all departments; and his 
lessons in The Times will be expressed in clear, simple, 
vigorous English. The foundations of scholarship in his 
case have been well laid. 

At the age of sixteen, Dr. Toy was a fine scholar in the 
classics and mathematics and modern languages. He was 


a prolonged residence in Germany, during which he 





eral years journeying and doing missionary work. 


devoted himself to the study of Sanskrit, Arabic, and 





kindred subjects. In addition to his philological attain- 
ments, he is remarkably well acquainted with the physical 
sciences, and is familiar with the works of the men whose 
names as scientific authorities are now in every one’s 
mouth. 

Besides his experience as a teacher in Germany, and in 
this country, he has had that which is very desirable for 
all expounders of the Scriptures ; having been a pastor, he 
has learned what is needed by men in the walks of out- 
door life, as well as in the study and lecture-room. I will 
not speak of those private qualities which endear him to 
his friends, his kindness and generous feeling, and will 
only add, that your readers will find him a man of varied 
and accurate scholarship, of extraordinary attainments in 
many directions, of ready sympathy, and of sound judg- 
ment. 


Crozer Theological Seminary. 





AN ANCIENT REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


Revivals are supposed by many to be of modern origin. 

Their opponents say, of modern invention. Not so; for, 

here in the heart of the Old Testament, we find a record 

of a revival which tallies, with singular accuracy, with 

similar works of divine grace in our own day. 

As the narrative runs, there has been a long period of 

religious de¢line. Israel has been “ without the true God, and 

without a teaching priest, and without law.” The services 

of religion have been grossly neglected, idolatry has 

overspread the kingdom. Then trouble comes. As usual, 

God rebukes irreligion by calamity. War ravages the 

land. No man’s life or property is safe. “God did vex 

them with all adversity.” 

In their affliction they turn again to God. “They 

sought him, and he was found of them.” God is never far 
off from men in trouble. An obscure prophet, nowhere 
else named in the Scriptures, rouses the king to attempta 
general reformation of the people. The king sets to work 
with # will, and a widespread work of divine grace is the 
result. It is a clear case of deliberate seeking for and 
working for a revival of religion, and with success. 

(1.) Varying somewhat the order of the narrative, we 
see first that the heart of a revival lies in a renewal of the 
covenant of the Church with God. “They entered into a 
covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers, with all 
their heart and with all their soul.” And again, “They 
had sworn with all their heart and sought him with their 
whole desire.” Clearly, they mean to make a business of 
it. It is no half-way affair. With the stern zeal charac- 
teristic of a semi-civilized age and a theocratic government 
they determine that opposers shall suffer for it. ““ Whoso- 
ever would not seek the Lord should be put to death.” 
Yes, they are evidently in dead earnest. By their theory 
the whole nation is the church, and the church must be 
purified, cost what it may. 

One of the laws of the working of the Holy Spirit is 
disclosed here. A revival of religion begins in the church 
of Christ. Rarely, if ever, does an exception occur, God 
does not work independently of h:s chosen people. The 
conversion of the world waits on the will of the church. 


The history of revivals emphasizes this law. A dead 
church holds back from God the dead world. An awakened 
church is the pioneer of an awakened world. A fragment 
of the church vitalized by the Spirit of God, will be felt 
by a godless community. Godly faith is a great power. 
It takes but a little of it to set men to thinking and asking 
what it means. Apply a little fire, in one small spot, to a 
block of marble, and you soon send a fissure rending 
through the whole. So the quickening of one small 
church by a new infusion of divine grace, will break up 
the solidity of sin through a whole community. A little 
group of men who mean what they say, and who say the 
greai truths of God and an eternal world, will always get 
a hearing. Crowds often follow one man who has received 
a new baptism from on high. There is a wonderful mag- 
netism about such a man. 

(2.) A second feature in this ancient revival of religion 
was a public proclamation of a revived faith before the 
world, It is often objected to modern revivals that men 
make so much ado about them. Religion, it is said, is a 
still affair. It lies between a man’s own soul and God. 
We are commanded to pray in secret chambers with the 
door shut. Why all this noise about living to God and 
saving souls? Rid usof this cant. Give us rather the 
poetry of a silent faith. Let each man look after his own 
soul, and not annoy bis neighbors. As one such wise man 
once expressed it: “ Let each man have a snug little Zion 
of his own.” 

Not so thinks the awakened king of Judah and his 
subaltern chiefs. They make a great ado about the 
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regeneration of the realm. They go through the land like | 
the hot-headed reformers in the Netherlands; pulling down | 


them. So there seems to be in man a spiritual sense 
which under certain conditions feels the presence of God 


idols, and rebuilding desecrated altars, and putting a stop | as it cannot at other times. What are the pathological 


to ungodly rites of worship. Small chance is theirs if they 
try to keep the business secret. “They sware unto the 


affections of the body often witnessed in intense revivals, 
but the succumbing of the nervous system to spiritual 


Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with | impressions which flesh and blood cannot bear with equa- 
trumpets, and with cornets.” Camp-meetings and tent nimity? They are hints of that awful majesty of God 


preaching and tabernacles are a small matter compared 
with this uprising of a whole nation. It is more like the 
upspringing of our country when Sumter fell. We made 
no silent affair of that. 

Religious men in earnest are too much in earnest to be 
still about it. They are moved by a great power. It will 
express itself as becomes a great power. Out it will come 
in speech, in act, in prayer, in song, in great enterprise and 
in glad achievement. It is the instinct of religious faith 
to bear its witness to the world. Itisnot ashamed. Why 
should it skulk? God has given a great deliverance; men 
must proclaim it to those who need the same. The pearl 
is of great price: men will rejoice over it. 

A certain degree of publicity, therefore, in a spiritual 
quickening of the church, is inevitable. It is but natural. 
Other great awakenings work in the same way. We do 
not denounce the ardor of a political campaign as the 
hysteria of old women and sick folk. We do not call 
the rush to the gold-mines of California and the Black 
Hills cant. Why, then, judge by a different law the great 
awakenings of men to the realities of eternity? The 
Black Hills with all their golden treasure will one day 
burn to cinders in volcanic fire. The souls of the men 
now crowding there will then be still living somewhere, 
undying as God is, Where? That is the question the 
church tries to answer in a great revival. 

On one occasion Edmund Burke came upon the hustings 
to contest a seat in Parliament before an excited assembly. 
The people had come together with preparations for bonfires, 
and illuminations, and processions marching to the sound of 
drum and fife. When he had just mounted the platform, 
the news came that his opponent, who was to have met him 
there that morning, had been just found dead in his bed. 
Both Burke and his hearers were so overwhelmed by that 
momentary opening of the eternal world to their dim 
vision, that he could not speak, and they were in no mood 
to hear. He only lifted his voice for one solemn moment, 
and exclaimed: ‘“‘ What shadows we are, and what shadows 
we pursue!” Was that cant? Yet a revival of religion’ 
is no other than just that awakening to the reality of 
eternal things, and a permanent setting of the current of 
popular thought in that channel. Why not? 

3. This old Jewish revival developed a third feature. 
Jt was attended with a great influx of converts from without. 
“The strangers fell to him out of Israel in abundance, 
when they saw that the Lord his God was with him.” 
So, commonly, works a pure revival upon the world. Very 
rare is the exception in which the heart of the world does 
not respond to the heart of the church. Growth is the 
law of all life. A tree expands from the life of its root. 
Double the vitality there, and you double the fruitage. 
So is it with the spiritual life, of which the church of God 
is the centre. 

“They saw that the Lord his God was with him.” This 
is the conviction with which a pure revival impresses men 
of the world. A feeling of awe often becomes general ina 
community in which the Holy Spirit is moving with great 
power, The consciousness of God fills hearts unused to 
such convictions. 

Many years ago, an eminent officer in the government 
of Massachusetts returned from Europe to his home, in an 
inland town in which a powerful work of divine grace was 
in progress. He had not heard of it. As he passed 
through the streets, the look of things seemed strange to 
him. The countenances of those whom he met impressed 
him with a sense of something unusual. The church-bell 
was tolling at an unusual hour. “What has happened 
here?” was his inquiry. “ Something isin the air. Things 
seem like the day of judgment.” There was no mystery in 
this. It was like the day of judgment. God was there, 
deciding the eternal destiny of hundreds of souls. It 
proved so to that awestruck man, for he was soon one of 
the rejoicing converts. 

In the great awakening under President Edwards, men 
cried out in great assemblies under the overpowering sense 
of the reality of God’s being. The same phenomenon 
occurred during the “ Year of Grace,” in Ireland. Under 
the preaching of the late Rev. Dr. Blackburn, of Missouri, 
men were known to rush out of churches and off from 
camping-grounds, saying that they could not bear the terror 
of God's presence, which threatened to crush them. 

Certain animals have a mysterious sense by which they 
discern the coming on of an earthquake or the presence of 
death, before the dul] eyes and ears of humankind detect 


which shook Mt. Sinai, and which God himself expressed 
in the law: “ No man shall see me and live.” 





all temporal calamities was a state of chronic war, and 
the symbol of all temporal blessings was a state of peace. 
Rest from civil and foreign discord meant the prosperity of 
the arts of peace, the encouragement of industry, the 
increase of property, the unity of families, the preserva- 
tion of young life, the growth of the able-bodied population, 
the increase of the comforts of civilization, and the 
advance of the general culture, all attended long-continued 
peace, This was the blessing which God gave as a sequence 


4. A fourth feature of a true revival of religion is | of the quickening of the national conscience. 


a thorough reformation of public and private morais. 
“ Asa took courage and put away the abominable idols out 
of all the land.” To put away idolatrous worship was 
what we should call a reformation in morals. Idolatry 
was immorality concentrated in most hideous forms. No 
religious zeal could have bean genuine in a monarch, which 
did not sweep the land clean of them. 

Thus in every so-called revival, the critical test of its 
genuineness is the inquiry: “‘ How does it affect the real 
life of converts?” It is in perfect keeping with such an 
awakening that a temperance revival should accompany 
it. The most valuable fruits of Mr. Moody’s work in 
Boston during the winter of 1876-77, was believed by 
sage observers to be the reformation of hundreds of 
inebriates and many abandoned women—reformed because 
religiously converted. They attributed their reformation 
to no other cause than their new found religion. The 
metrepolitan police remarked a perceptible diminution of 
the crimes usually caused by rum. Rumsellers complained 
that their business was interrupted. There are localities 
in New York and Boston, where once a man could not 
safely go unarmed after nightfall, but where now a woman 
can go safely at midnight: and the power which has 
wrought the change is the work of a few Christian women 
in mission-schools, 

That dishonest men become honest; that false men 
become true; that drunkards become temperate ; that vile 
men become pure; that lost women recover the purity of 
their childhood ; that men of intrigue and sharp dealing 
become guileless in act and speech; that profane men 
become reverent ; that Sabbath-breakers are found in the 
house of God,—these are among the legitimate tokens of a 
great and general revival, which are to be reasonably 
looked for, if it is a work of God. One of the most signifi- 
cant evidences of conversion was given by a poor and 
ignorant man, to a committee of examination for his 
admission to the church, when he said: ‘I don’t know 
what religion has done for me in my business, except that 
I have burnt my bushel measure.” 

An apparent religious awakening which does noé result 
in making converts more honest, more truthful, more pure 
in private morals, is not worthy of trust. God is not in it, 
The payment of honest debts; dealing in trade by equity 
rather than by law; the giving up of tricks of trade: a 
living price for slopwork; the sale of pure milk; the 
surrender of trades which are inimical to public morals; 
the destruction of distilleries; the refusal to lease houses 
for immoral uses and hotels for the sale of alcoholic 
liquors ; care not to be ignorant of such leases; suffering 
loss of dividends for the observance of the Lord's Day; 
the honest report of property to assessors; a fair day’s 
work when working for the government; refusing to cheat 
the post-office; truthful invoices of imported goods; 
honest oaths at the custom-house,—in a word, freedom from 
guile in transactions of business,—these are among the 
proper fruits of a revival of religion. The world basa 
right to look for them. The world is right in heaping its 
indignation and contempt on any religious epidemic which 
does not prove its right to exist by these plain signs of a 
live conscience in worldly affairs. Shall aman beasmooth 
and smiling communicant in God’s church, doing service, it 
may be, at the Lord’s table, and at the same time a fit 
candidate for the penitentiary ? God is on the side of the 
world in its indignant protest. “ Your new moons and 
Sabbaths, and calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; 
incense is an abomination unto me; when ye make many 
prayers, I will not hear.” 

Of all compounds of human weakness and depravity, 
the most repulsive is a bonfire of religious cant, which is 
all feeling and no principle, all talk and no character, all 
prayer and no life, all Sunday and no week-day. Ye whited 
sepulchres! Ye generation of vipers! The holiest of men 
join the indignant outcry of the world against such 
nauseating hypocrisy. That is a wise and always timely 
petition of the Church of England: * From the deceits of 
the world; from the crafts of the devil: good Lord, 
deliver us!” 

5. One other fact suggested by this ancient model of 
a revival is that often such awakenings are followed by 
periods of temporal prosperity. “The Lord gave them rest 





round about.” In that semi-civilized age, the symbol of 








Not always do all forms of temporal blessing attend 
repentance and holy living. But suchis the tendency of a 
godly life. The promises of God have never yet been 
tested by the spiritual conversion of an entire nation. 
That test the Christian religion is yet to receive in the 
golden age which prophecy promises to the church. The 
cessation of war and intemperance alone would double 
the property of the globe in a single generation. 

All that facts bear witness to at present is that the 
drift of religious living is to better a man’s worldly con- 
dition. Many a country village has been improved in its 
physical condition; in the comfort of families ; in the lessen- 
ing of poverty; in the peace of neighborhoods; in the 
charitableness of conversation ; in the obedience of children : 
in the fidelity of parents ; in the refinement of amusements ; 
in the adornment of streets; in the beautifying of ceme- 
teries; in aspirations toward literature, art, and general 
culture, by a thorough renovation of its society, through a 
powerful revival of religion. No other civilizing power 
equals that of pure religion. It never hurts a man, for 
any of the right uses of this world, to make a Christian of 
him. 





CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS AT BETH- 
LEHEM. 


BY J. W. CHICKERING, D.D. 


Not Bethlehem in Judea, but in Pennsylvania, on the 
hilly bank of the Lehigh. Here, almost a hundred and 
fifty years ago, a company of Moravian Christians or 
United Brethren from Germany, began a settlement at 
this season, and so called it Bethlehem. 

The afternoon before Christmas is given to the children. 
The spacious and elegant new church, only seventy or 
eighty years old, with its tasteful wreaths and mottoes, the 
organ and choir, the fine band of music, and the services 
of Bishop, Pastor, and Theological Professor in turn are all 
theirs. 

Something more this year; for the first sound, as I 
entered the town Monday afternoon, was that of the trom- 
bone band, sending forth from the steeple the well-known 
German airs, announcing the death of a child, Pastor 
Bachman’s daughter of nine years, the second within a 
few days, and another ill—all from diptheria; which, 
among other sad ravages, has just carried off three in a 
physician’s family. 

But there were bright faces—hundreds of them,—from 
infants in arms upward, which looked upon the beautiful 
decorations of the church at the children’s love-feast. This 
commenced with brief prayer and the singing of beautiful 
hymns and anthems by the children, and a well-trained 
choir. Then came the following short address, by Pso- 
fessor Klése : 

“ Has any one of you ever been afraid at night? Did you 
ever wake up and see nothing but darkness? Do you 
remember how your mothers and fathers comforted you, 
and how glad you were if you saw a light shining in the 
room ?—All men in the world were in darkness until 
Christ, our Saviour, came. Some of them, when they 
awoke from their sins, cried out for fear; for they saw 
nothing but darkness, and no one to help them; and there 
seemed to be no way ofescape. In like manner would our 
world be dark now, if Jesus had not come. The sun and 
the stars might shine as brightly; but our hearts would 
be dark, and we would have no one to comfort and love us. 
And you know yourselves, young though you are, how 
everything about you looks sorrowful and dark, if you 
are sad at heart. However, nobody need be frightened 
now ; for,as you know so well, Jesus, our Saviour, came 
to us; he is the Light of the world. He will light up 
your hearts and your homes, and will lead you gently and 
safely to your Father in heaven. But you must give your 
hearts to him, and love him, and do what he wishes vou to 
do. Remember that heis the Light of the world. To help 
you to do this, ever to think that the Saviour is the Light, 
we give to each of you, dear children, either this afternoon 
or this evening, alighted candle, which you should keep 
burning at least at all the time that you are in church. 
It is easy to blow this candle out, though you should not ; 
but no man can put out or destroy the glorious light which 
our Saviour brings into each heart, Will not each one 
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of you ask him to come and be the light of your heart? 
He will do so, if you ask him. Let us now singa hymn 
of prayer. 
“ Therefore, O thou Light divine, 
Come without delay, and shine ; 
Jesus, come, and make thy home 
In my heart; Lord Jesus, come!” 


The vast assembly then sang a hymn commencing: 
“Behold a bright a heavenly light;” anda number of 
men and women came in, with large mahogany trays, on 
which were set, in temporary frames, hundreds of small 
wax candles. 

Each child and many of their- teachers and others 
received one of these; scattered through the house, they 
made a perceptible glow of light, even amidst the numer- 
ous and brilliant gas-jets. 

I should have said that, previous to this illumination, 
those same servitors had come in, by other doors, leading 
from the ancient basement kitchen, with its huge fireplace, 
crane and hooks, bearing nice buns and mugs of coffee, 
instead of the bread and water adopted by Wesley when 
he borrowed the love-feast from the United Brethren’s sys- 
tem. 

The children, of course, enjoyed this part of the service, 
as they did the candles, which some of the smaller or more 
roguish occasionally blow out. 

The general effect must be very good, not only asa 
novelty upon the casual spectator, but upon the chil- 
dren, who are thus taught from the cradle, by various 
methods, the story of the incarnation, as, at other seasons, 
of redemption and resurrection. 


COUNSEL FROM A VETERAN. * 


BY THE REV. P. J, GULICK. 





I wish through your valuable paper to say a few words 
to the young people of my native land. I am led to do 
this at the suggestion of our common friend, Mr. Burnell. 

Dear young friends, will you listen to part of the his- 
tory and accept the advice of one who is now past eighty 
yearsof age? The writer has been sixty years a follower 
of the blessed Saviour—who, “ though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty 
night berich”—and fifty years trying to extend hiskingdom 
among the heathen. I began preparing for the ministry at 
twenty-three, and my health was much impaired, the first 
year of my course. I was, however, permitted to con- 
tinue my studies to the end of the regular course; and 
having recruited a little I entered the Theological Seminary, 
at Princeton, and remained there two years. There I was 
taught, by the now sainted Dr. A. Alexander, that prob- 
ably a young man by devoting his life to foreign missions, 
would do as much by his reflex influence for his native 
land as he could do by spending his whole life there; and 
hence, whatever he could do for the heathen would be 
clear gain to the cause of Christ 

Moreover, I read and believed what the blessed Saviour 
said, Mark 10: 29-30, “There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my sake and the gospel’s, but he 
shall receive a hundred-fold now in this time,.. . and in the 
world to come eternal life.” And hence, November 3, 1827, 
I and my wife embarked for the Sandwich, or Hawaiian, 
Islands. 

Having spert forty-six years there, and nearly four in 
Japan, I can say with that noble Christian, Dr. Goodell, 
formerly of Constantinople, “Our blessed Saviour always 
gives more than he promises. In things temporal he gives 
all that is best for us; and in things spiritual exceeding 
abundantly, above all that we can ask or think.” The 
former part of the promise, above quoted, we have realized, 
and are now expecting assuredly that we soon shall have 
full proof of the latter. I would most earnestly say to 
each one of you, “O taste and see that the Lord is good.” 

“ Oh, make but trial of his love: 
Experience will decide 

How blest are they, and only they, 
Who in his truth confide.” 


I do not say that you cannot be happy and useful unless 
you become foreign missionaries; but this I say: you 
cantiot have peace of conscienee, and full assurance of a 
glorious immortality, unless you are ready and willing to 
go wherever your judgment says you can do most for the 
glory of your Redeemer. “ Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” Thus did our blessed Saviour. Anything 
short of unreserved surrender of all to him for guidance and 
direction, is keeping “back part of the price.” Almost 
the whole world is now open before you; and in many 





*From Kobe, Japan, where the author, the venerable missionary 
patriarch of the Pacific Islands, is dwelling with his som, the Rey, O. H. 
Gulick, 


parts the fields are white to the harvest, and exceedingly 
inviting. 

It may be that most of those who read this will not feel 
it to be their duty to enter the foreign field. But if so, 
that will in no wise change the conditions of discipleship, 
which are all for Christ. He says, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.” He“ went about doing good.” This washis 
constant employment. And “if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” In whatever part of 
the world your home may be, there is ample room for the 
exercise of all your faculties in the cause of Christ, and 
urgent need that they be exerted to the utmost for the 
revival of religion and its spread over all the earth. He 
says, “ Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work shall be.” 





HEART-SEARCH. 
BY MILLIE. 


Weary, discouraged, looking for fruit in vain, 

The thought comes o’er me with the keenest pain— 
There isno need of me. Were my poor life 
Lost,’mid the shadows of the dreamy past, 

The vineyard toil would cease not, nor the strife 

Of holy warfare ‘gainst sin’s minions last 

A longer space. It grieves me sorely, yet 

'Tis but poor human nature that doth fret 

At her own nothingness. My pride must fall 

Ere self is nothing and my Lord is all. 


Search me, and know my thought, All-seeing Eye— 
What of my motives in the Master’s work ? — 
Though I may shrink from such close scrutiny. 
Doth no low object in the covert lurk ? 

Is my own honor or my Lord’s the chief? 

For self or Jesus doI glean the grain? 

And if no eye has marked me bind a sheaf, 

Am I content without an earthly gain? 


And when I teach my Sabbath class, and show 
The pathway to the children’s home above, 

Till bosoms thrill with rapture’s holy glow, 

And young eyes sparkle with sweet tears of love, 
Is it for Jesus that the work is done? 

Or for my love of love—the influence won? 


Helper divine, draw near! Teach me, I pray, 

The joy of lowly service, that no more 

One thought of self shall dim a gracious ray— 

Thy Spirit’s gift to mine. Oh, let me soar 

On tireless wings of faith ; nor ask success 

So much as loving patience. Be my care 

With gentle wiles the sorrowful to bless, 

And win the erring to a life of prayer ; 

Earth’s meed of grateful praise to value less 

Than His dear smile whose work of love I share. 
Peterboro’, Canada, 
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CROOKED TRACKS. 
4 NEW YEAR'S STORY FOR OUR GIRL& 
BY M. E, WINSLOW. 


What was Alice thinking about, as she stood gazing 
over the broad expanse of snowy meadow, across the river, 
and to the distant mountain-tops in the yellow sunset of 
that still New Year's Eve? The boys were skating merrily 
on the little cleared ice-patch above the dam, but the days 
had passed when such a sight had attractions for her, nor 
had those yet come when she could live over again in 
another generation the joys of her own recent childhood. 
Yet to some extent her thoughts were with the boys, or 
rather with the crooked tracks they had made with their 
sleds over the pure and otherwise unruffled surface of the 
snow. 

Just like my life, she thought. One year ago—can it be 
a year ?—I stood at this same window, looking out over 
the new year with its twelve unsullied months as pute and 
beautiful ag this untrodden snow. How beautiful and 
pure I intended them to be! How good! meant to be, 
how useful, how efficient, how deserving of praise! I 
meant to study so faithfully, to attend to every home duty, 
to be the support of mother, the light of father’s eyes; 
such a true friend, such an example to Sunday-scholars and 
companions. I meant to live and do and be more than 
any girl had ever lived and done and been before, and to 
leave such shining “ footprints on the sands of time ;” and 
now, a8 1 look backward, oh, what crooked tracks! That 
year had been an era in Alice’s history. Just emancipated 
from school, she had returned to her country home to com- 
mence life with inflated ideas of what strong will and 
good purpose can accomplish, and it had only needed this 





one year toshow the utter futility of all such hopes, 





day. 


Her first efforts had been directed to the education of 
her younger brothers and sisters ; but the lessons had come 
to grief*in a few weeks, since the little folks positively 
refused to submit to a delegated authority, which, failing 
to control its own temper, could not command their 
respect. Household duties had been essayed, but Atice’s 
careless forgetfulness so annoyed her housewifely mother 
that after several reprimands received with no very good 
grace, that lady resumed with a sigh that part of her bur- 
dens which she had looked forward so anxiously to sharing 
with her daughter. 


Then the care of her father’s books, papers, and accounts 
fell into Alice’s hands, but matters were still worse here: 
@ fascinating passage of some poem or story would so 
engross her that at the end of hours spent as in a dream 
she would wake up to find her day’s work not commenced. 
The accounts, too, fell into such wild confusion that ere- 
long her father was forced to recall the assistant whose 
salary he had hoped to save, and Alice was free to follow 
her own sweet will in outside work if she would. And she 
did try this, in all lines opened to her. The reading-clubs, 
the sewing-society, the Sunday-school, etc., each in turn 
claimed her attention, but the same difficulties followed 
her here. Inclination rather than duty impelled her choice : 
an uncontrolled temper brought her constantly into collis- 
ion with others, while carelessness and neglect spoiled 
every piece of work which she undertook. And so, as she 
looked back along all these avenues of the year, she saw 
only crooked tracks. Yet Alice was not a bad girl: she 
would have told you, had she spoken from the honest con- 
viction of her heart at the commencement of the year, that 
she was avery good one; she meant to be, and how she 
had failed she did not know. For somehow her religion 
didn’t seem to help her. She meant to be very religious, 
too, but there were very crooked lines along the paths of 
prayer and Bible reading which she had marked out; nor, 
in spirit of all her resolutions and intentions, could she 
find anything to help her keep back the sharp word and 
angry thought till it was too late, 

But there was a still more crooked track visible along 
the latter months of the old year. About August, Alice’s 
mother, overcome by hard work, had been seized with a 
slow fever, and on her eldest daughter fell the delicate 
task of nursing. A girl fresh from school might be par- 
doned for ignorance, but not for carelessness and neglect ; 
yet poor Alice felt, as this evening her mother lay up 
stairs, a helpless invalid for the long years to come, that 
the partial paralysis induced by exposure and want of 
care was all her fault, and the steps which led to it seemed 
a very crooked track indeed. 

So there she stood looking out over the snow, thinking 
her own thoughts of the disappointing past, and adding to 
them hopeless forebodings for the future. 

For how was she, taught her own weakness by bitter 
experience, to enter upon the new year with her new load 
of care, the house, the children, her father’s comfort, and 
the charge of her invalid mother, and expect success, 
where only failure had been before. So far as she could 
see, the tracks must continue to be crooked for all coming 
time. 

But as she looked, aloud cheery hallo was heard, which 
called the boys back from the pond, and round the corner 
of the house came the man of-all-work, mounted on the 
wood-sled, to which was attached old Hannah, the mare. 
“Come, boys!” he shouted, “the road’s got to be broken; 
to-morrow’s New Year's Day, and I like to finish off all 
the old jobs with the old year.” Soon all were at work, 
and the steady old horse, guided by the steady old man, 
marched directly on toward the gate. The boys followed, 
tramping down the snow and beating it hard, till just 
before the shadows hid the outside landscape completely 
from her view, where the crooked tracks lay before Alice 
could trace a broad, level road straight as a narrow. Then, 
as she turned from the window, many things she had 
learned and heard before flashed with new meaning upon 
her memory ; and before she went to see to tea, cali in the 
children, welcome her father, and make her mother comfort- 
able for the night, she knelt alone in her room, and, in the 
quiet stillness of the winter twilight, put her hand by 
prayer and faith into the blessed Hand which has promised 
to lead aright, and implored that heavenly Guide to so 
strengthen her in following closely in the footsteps of 
steady, old-fashioned duty, as that henceforth every crooked 
thing in her life should be made straight. Friends, as you 
look back along your home life-records of 1877, do you see 
any crooked tracks? As you look forward over the fair 
untrodden fields of 1878, would you like to reproduce them ? 
In answer to the yes, and no, which I am sure these ques- 
tions will elicit, I say: Do as Alice did, and your path will 
be straight as that which leadeth directly to the perfect 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
[First Quarter, 1878.] 








1. Jan. 6.—Rehoboam, First King of Judah_......-. 2 Chron, 12: 1-12 
2. Jan. 18.—Asa Faithful to his God_..........--.-- 2 Chron. 14:1-12 
3. Jan. 20.—The Covenant R d 2 Chron. 15 : 8-15 
4. Jan, 27,—Jehoshaphat’s Prosperity.._.........._ 2 Chron, 17: 1-10 
6. Feb, 3.—Jehoshaphat Reproved 2 Chron, 19: 1-9 
6. Feb, 10.—Jehoshaphat Helped of God ....._..- 2 Chron. 20; 14-22 
7, Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Temple_.__......2 Chron, 24: 4-13 
8 Feb, 24.—Uzziah's Pride Punished_-........_... 2 Chron, 26: 16-23 
9, March 3,—Ahaz's Persi«tent Wickedness___.__ 2 Chron. 28: 19-27 
10, March 10.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign....._......__ 2 Chron, 29: 1-11 
11, March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians_........2 Chron, 82: 9-21 
12, March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance_...2 Chron. 33: 9-16 
13, March 31.—Review. 





LESSON 3, SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 1878. 
Title: THE COVENANT RENEWED. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Bs ve strong THEREFORE, AND LET NOT YOUR HANDS 
BE WEAK: FOR YOUR WORK SHALL BE REWARDED.—2 Chron. 16: 7. 


Lesson Topic: Covenant Blessings. 


1. Courage, v. 8-10. 

2. Thank fulness, v. 11. 
3. Consecration, v. 12-14. 
4. Joy, v. 15. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Jan. 14: 2Chron. 15: 8-15, Covenant blessings. 
Tuesday, Jan. 15: Gen. 6: 9-22. Covenant with Noah. 
Wednesday, Jan. 16: Gen. 17: 1-14. Covenant with Abraham. 
Thursday, Jan. 17: Gen. 26: 1-5. Covenant with Isaac. 
Friday, Jan. 18: Gen. 28: 10-22. Covenant with Jacob, 
Saturday, Jan. 19: Lev. 26: 1-13. Covenant with Israel. 
Sunday, Jan. 20: 1 Chron. 17: 1-15. Covenant with David. 


LESSON TEXT. 


{2 Chron. 15: 8-15.] 


8. And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded 
the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominable idols 
out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities 
which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar 
of the Lorp, that was before the porch of the Lorp. 

9. And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers 
with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for 
they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that 
the Lorp his God was with him. 

10, So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the 
third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 

11. And they offered unto the Lorp the same time, of the spoil 
which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand 
sheep. 

12. And they entered into a covenant to seek the Lorp God of 
their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul. 

13. That whosoever would not seek the Lorp God of Israel 
should be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or 
woman. 

14. And they sware unto the Lorp with a loud voice, and with 
shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. 

15. And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn 
with all their heart, and sought bim with their whole desire; and 
he was found of them; and the Lord gave them rest round about, 


Outline 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 

2 Chron. 15: 8. Took courage.——Be strong and of 
® good courage . . . Only be thou strong and very courageous. 
Josh. 1: 6, 7.——Deal courageously, and the Lorp shall be with 
the good. 2 Chron, 19: 11.——And from thence, when the breth- 
ren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum, and 


the Three Taverns; whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and 
took courage. Acts 28: 15. 


Abominable idols.——Therefore shall ye keep mine ordi- 
nance, that ye commit not any one of these abominable customs, 
which were committed before you, and that ye defile not your- 
selves therein: I am the Lorp your God. Lev. 18: 30.—— 
Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an 
abomination unto the Lonp. Deut. 27: 15. For Solomon went 
after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites. 1 Kings 11: 5.——A people that 
provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in 
gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick; which remain 
among the graves, and lodge in the monuments ; which eat swine’s 
flesh, and broth of abominable things is intheir vessels. Isa. 
65: 3, 4.———They have filled mine inheritance with the carcasses 
of their detestable and abominable things. Jer. 16: 18.——SoI 
went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, por- 
trayed upon the wall round about. Ezek. 8: 10, For the time 
past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries. 1 Pet. 4: 8. 


The altar.—And he brought also the brazen altar, whieh 











was beforethe Lornp. 2 Kings 16: 14——We trust im the Lon» 
our God: is not that he, whose high places and whose altars 
Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, 
Ye shall worship before this altarin Jerusalem? 2 Kings18: 22. 
——Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the Lorp on the 
altar of the Lorn, which he had built before the porch. 2 Chron. 
8: 12. 

VvV.9. The strangers.—And after them, out of all the 
tribes of Israel, such as set their hearts to seek the Lorp God of 
Israel, came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lorp God of their 
fathers. 2 Chron. 11: 16 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and 
Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they 
should come to the house of the Lorp at Jerusalem, to keep the 
passover unto the Lorp God of Israel. 2 Chron 30: 1. 


They fell to him.——And there fell some of Manasseh to 
David, when he came with the Philistines against Saul to battle, 
1 Chron, 12: 19, 


. When they saw. And his master saw that the Lorp was 
with him, and that the Lorp made all that he did to prosper in 
his hand. Gen. 39: 3——And Saul saw and knew that the Lorp 
was with David. 1Sam.18: 28. They feared the king: for 
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to do judgment 
1 Kings 3: 28.——We will go with you: for we have heard that 
God t with you. Zech. 8. 23 


V. 11. They offereu unto the Lord.——We have there- 
fore brought an oblation for the Lorp, what every man hath got- 
ten, of jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and 
tablets, to make an atonement for our souls beforethe Lorp. Num 
31: 50.——Onut of the spoils won in battles did they dedicate to 
maintain the house of the Lord. 1 Chron. 26: 27. 


v.12. They entered into a covenant. These are 
the words of the covenant, which the Lord commanded Moses to 
make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the 
covenant which he made with them in Horeb. Deut. 29: 1. 
And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the 
Lord. 2 Kings 23: 3——And Jehoiada made a covenant between 
him, and between all the people, and between the king, that they 
should be the Lord’s people. 2 Chron. 23: 16. And because 
of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it ; and our prin- 
ces, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. Neh. 9. 38. And this 
they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the 
Lord, and unto us by the willof God. 2 Cor. 8: 5. 


To seek.——But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy 
God, thou shalt find Aim, if thou seek him with all thy heart and 
with all thy soul. Deut. 4: 29. And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. Jer. 
29: 13 ——Seek, and ye shall find. Matt. 7: 7. 


V. 13. Should be put to death.——-He that sacrificeth 
unto any God, save unto the Lord only, he shall be utterly 
destroyed. Ex. 22: 20 And that prophet, or that dreamer oi 
dreams, shall be put to death ; because he hath spoken to turn you 
away from the Lord your God. Deut. 13: 5——-And Elijah said 
unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape 
And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slew them there. 1 Kings 18: 40. 


Whether small or great,——And they smote the men that 
were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and 
great. Gen. 19: 11——Lest there should be among you man, or 
woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day 
from the Lord our God, Deut. 29: 18 The small and great 
are there. Job 3: 19. How much less to him that accepteth 
pot the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the 
poor ? for they all are the work of his hands, Job. 34: 19. 
He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and great. 
Psa. 115: 13. I continue unto this day, witnessing both to 
small and great. Acts 26: 22. And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God. Rev. 20: 12. 

v.14. And they sware. They clave to their brethren, 
their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk 
in God’slaw. Neh. 10: 29. 

V. 15. All Judah rejoiced. And all the people of the 
land rejoiced. 2 Chron. 23: 21. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and 
all the people, that God liad prepared the people. 2 Chron. 29: 36. 
— Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for 
joy, all ye that are upright in heart. Psa. 32: 11——Her ways 
are ways of pleasantness. Prov. 3: 17——For our rejoicing is 
this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have had our conversation in the world. 2 Cor. 1: 12. 





















































Gave them rest.——And the Lord gave them rest round 
about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers. Josh. 
21: 44. And now the Lord your God hath given rest unto your 
brethren, as he promised them. Josh. 22: 4. When he giveth 
quietness, who then can make trouble? Job 34: 29-——Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. Matt. 
11: 28, 29. 











LESSON FRAMEWORK. 


BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ, 


In the final verse of the last lesson (2 Chron. 14: 12), the 
complete discomfiture of the army of Zerah was stated. 
Some details of the rout are given in the verses which fol- 
low (2 Chron. 14: 13-15). The battle began “ in the valley 
of Zepnathah at Mareshah" (2 Chron. 14: 10). Mareshah 
was a lowland city of Judah (Josh. 15: 20, 33,44). It had 
been fortified by Rehoboam (2 Chron. 11: 8); and it is fur- 


ther mentioned 2 Chrom. 20: 37; Micah 1: 15; and possibly 
in 1 Chron. 2: 42; 4: 21. The generally accepted site of 
Mareshah is about one mile and a half south of Eleuthe- 
ropolis (now Beit Jibrin), and about twenty-five miles south- 
west of Jerusalem. It was some twelve miles north of west 
from Hebron. Under the name Marisa it appeared in his- 
tory prior to the coming of Christ, about which era it was 
finally destroyed. 

Mareshah held a commanding position on the natural 
line of travel between Palestine and Egypt. The “ valley 
of Zephathah” is probably that which opens from the site 
of Mareshah to the plain of Philistia. By this valley Zerah 
invaded Judah; in it he set his forces in order for battle; 
and by it his fleeing legions sought to escape. Gerar, to 
which the pursuit continued (2 Chron. 14: 13), was a royal 
city of Philistia, situated some twenty miles south-west of 
Mareshah. An immense mound, known as Zell Jema, marks 
its supposed site. Its biblical mention, aside from this nar- 
rative, will be found in Gen. 10: 19; 20: 1,2; 26: 1,6,17, 
20,26. Probably “all the cities round about Gerar” made 
common cause with Zsrah, and therefore these cities were 
smitten, and their accumulated flocks and herds were seized 
(2 Chron. 14: 14, 15). 

As Asa and his victorious host were returning to Jeru- 

salem, God sent to them a timely warning by Azariah, who, 
in v. 1, is called “the son of Oded,’’ but in v. 8, ‘Oded ;” a 
disagreement due probably to an error of some copyist. 
Azariah is not mentioned elsewhere. His message, which is 
contained in v. 1-7, reminds Judah of God’s mercies, and 
urges a courageous and complete devotion to God's work. 
The appeal was brief, pithy, and effective. It led imme- 
diately to the renewal of the covenant, which is the subject 
of Lesson III. 
. There is no record of Asa’s conquest of “ the cities which 
he had taken from Mount Ephraim” (v. 8; see also 2 
Chron. 17: 2). His father’s conquest (2 Chron. 13: 19) 
may, however, be referred to. In this work Asa may have 
borne a conspicuous part. 

Beyond the influx of devout men from Israel in Reho- 
boam’s time (2 Chron. 11: 16), a strong current continued to 
flow in Asa’s time, as v.9 shows. The increasing degen- 
eracy of Baasha’s sway in Israel, doubtless augmented this. 
For a similar movement at a later day, see 2 Chron. 30: 
11, 18. 

The victory over Zerah, the meeting with Azariah, and , 
the initial acts of the reformation, were in the later part ot 
Asa’s fourteenth regnal year. The assembly at Jerusalem 
(v. 10) was in the early part of his fifteenth year, or B. C. 
940, preceding the founding of Rome 187 years. The effect 
of this renewal of the covenant was very happy in Judah. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(8) And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of 
[Azariah, the son of] Oded the prophet, he took courage and 
put away the abominations out of all the land of Judah 
and Benjamin, and out of the cities that he had taken from 
the hill-country of Ephraim, and renewed the aliar of Jeho- 
vah that was before the porch of Jehovah. (9) And he 
gathered all Judah and Benjamin and the sojourners with 
them from Ephraim and Manasseh and from Simeon, for 
they had fallen to him out of Israel in abundance when 
they saw that Jehovah his God was with him. (10.) And 
they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third 
month of the fifteenth year-of the reign of Asa. (11.) And 
they sacrificed to Jehovah that day, of the spoil which they 
had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. 
(12.) And they entered into the covenant to seek Jehovah 
the God of their fathers with all their heart and with all 
their soul. (13.) And every one who should not seek Jehovah 
the God of Israel should be put to death, small and great, 
man and woman. (14.) And they sware to Jehovah with 
loud voice and shouting, and with trumpets and with cor- 
nets. (15.) And all Judah rejoiced at the oath, for with all 
their heart they sware, and with all their desire they sought 
him, and he was found by them, and Jehovah gave them 
rest round about. 

NOTES. 


Verse 8. —Andwhen Asa heard these words, and the prophecy 
of [Azariah, the son of] Oded the prophet. The Hebrew text 
(followed by the English authorized version) reads: “ the 
prophecy of Oded the prophet.” But, as the prophecy meant 
is clearly that just given in verses 2-7, and ascribed to Azariah, 
there must be an error in the Hebrew text. Some have 
supposed that the same man was called both Azariah and 
Oded, but this is improbable. We must either insert the 
words, “ Azariah, the son of,” as above, or omit the words: 
“and the prophecy of Oded the prophet.” That a copyist’s 


error has here gotten into our Hebrew text is also indicated 
by the faet, that the word for “ prophecy,” as it now stands, 
is in no syntactical relation with the following words. The 
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reading suggested above is foundin the Alexandrian manu- 
script of the Greek version, the Vulgate, and substantially 
in the Peshito Syriac, probably as a natural correction of 
the Hebrew. Azariah and Oded are mentioned only reg 


(this section is not found in Kings), and nothing further is 


ple, see 2 Kings 23: 3; 2 Chron. 34: 31 (Josiah); and Neh. 


10: 28-39 (Nehemiah). 


Verse 13.—And every one who should not seek Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, should be put to death. The code of Israel 
punished crimes against God as well as crimes against man. 


known of them. There is no ground for identifying Oded | Small and great, man and woman. Neither women nor 
with the Iddo of 2 Chron. 9: 29; 12: 15.—He took courage. | children were exempted. 


Literally, ‘he made himself strong,” in accordance with | 
Azariah's words, “ Be strong;” he summoned up his energy | 
for the wide work before him, which, doubtless, required | 
resolution and skill, since the people were attached by long 
custom to their deities; even in the king’s own household 
idolatry was openly practiced, and his zeal did not shrink 
from the unpleasant task of deposing the queen-mother 
herself (verse 16), the first lady in the land (the queen- 
mother took precedence of the king’s wife or wives).— The 
abominations ; that is, the idolse—a very strong word, 
expressing the thorough detestation in which idols were 
held by the spiritual-minded worshipers of Jehovah. Com- 
pare 2 Kings 23: 13; Deut. 29; 17; Jer. 16: 18; Ezok. 
37: 23: Dan. 9: 27, where the same Hebrew word occurs. 
—Judah and Benjamin. The proper territory of the south- 
ern kingdom; only part of Benjamin, however, is meant; 
the greater portion of it being included in the northern 
kingdom, unless Abijah and Asa did actually conquer all 
Benjamin.— The cities that he had taken from the hill-country 
of Ephraim. The “hill-country of Ephraim” is the hilly 
region in the center of the land lying in the Ephraimitic 
tribe-territory (Josh. 17: 15-18); so there is a “ hill-country 
of Judah” (Josh. 20: 7; 21: 11; Luke 1: 39). Nothing is 
elsewhere said of Asa’s having captured such cities. Abijah, 
after his victory over Jeroboam, took from him several 
cities, apparently in Benjamin. It may be that there is 
here an allusion to an otherwise unmentioned campaign of 
Asa’s; or, some word referring to one of his predecessors 
may have fallen out of the text; it is conjectured by some, 
that Asa took part in his father Abijah’s war against Jero- 
boam.—And renewed the altar of Jehovah. That is, not 
‘*re-consecrated ” (Vulgate ‘‘ dedicated”), which this word 
never means, but “ renovated, repaired ;” the same Hebrew 
word is employed in 2 Chron. 24: 4,12 (English version 
“repair’”’) in describing Josiah’s work on the temple. As 
then, Athaliah’s sons had broken up God's house, so now we 
must suppose the altar was injured by long neglect, or vio- 
lence, or simply by the ordinary wear and tear of time. 
There is no hint that idolatrous rites had been practiced in the 
temple during the preceding twelve or fourteen years of Asa's 
reign.— That was before the porch of Jehovah (see 2Chron 3: 4; 
4: 1; 1 Kings 6: 3). This was the great brazen altar of 
burnt-offerings, thirty feet square and fifteen feet high. 
The porch extended along the whole front of the house, 
thirty feet, and was fifteen feet deep; the height given in 
2 Chron. 3: 4, one hundred and eighty feet, is out of pro- 
portion (the house was only thirty feet high), and probably 
involves an error of text. 


Verse 9.—All Judah and Benjamin. A general national 
gathering of the representatives of the people; of course, 
the whole population could not be present. Here again it 
seems to be asscmed that the whole of Benjamin belonged 
to the southern kingdom; if so, the possession did not last 
long, for a few reigns later (2 Kings 10: 29) Bethel appears to 
belong to the northern kingdom.—And the sojourners with them 
Many per- 
sons, dissatisfied with the political and religious condition of 
things in Israel, transferred their residence and citizenship 
to Judah. A similar immigration of priests and Levites is 
mentioned in chap. 11: 13, but from the connection the two 
do not seem to be identical; rather, the new impulse given 
by Asa attracted persons still devoted to the worship of 
Jehovah. These are said to have come not only from 
Ephraim and Manasseh, but also from Simeon. 


Verse 10.—The fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. The 
invasion of Terah was in his tenth year; whether the inter- 
mediate years had been occupied with war, we are not able to 
determine.—In the third month. That is, probably, in the 
third month of the ordinary civil year, the beginning of 
which corresponded to about the middle of our March, so 
that the third month would begin about the middle of May; 
the time here designated, therefore, agrees generally with the 
date of the Feast of Weeks (called Pentecost in the New Testa- 
ment, the modern Whitsuntide), which occurred on the sixth 
day of the third month (fifty days after Passover). 


Verse 11.—And they sacrificed to Jehovah that day of the spoil 
which they had brought. That is, the spoil taken from the 
Ethiopian army, and from the cities that were afterwards cap- 
tured (14: 13-15) —Seven hundred oxen and seven thousand 
sheep. Compare the sacrifice of Solomon (1 Kings 8:'63 
2 Chron. 7: 5; and 1: 6). 


many priests and Levites assistei in the slaughter and sac- | 





; | i j j i 1 
Sa snuet. tes. bieeeeienee thal the Lord was with him in the election canvass! 


rifice of the animals. 


Verse 12.—And they entered into the covenant to seek Jeho- | 


Verge 14.—And they sware to Jehovah with loud voice and 
shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets, This is a 
picture of an enthusiastic and jubilant popular assembly, 
exhibiting the same features as later Jewish assemblies, 
under Hezekiah, Josiah, Ezra, Nehemiah, Judas Maccabeus, 
and in the New Testament. The “trumpet” was a long, 
straight instrument, sometimes made of silver (Num. 10: 
1-10); the “cornet,” as the name imports (from Latin cornu), 
was a horn (of ram or ox), in shape curved, much used in 
war, and for giving the jubilee signal (Lev. 25: 9). The 
oath to Jehovah was probably proposed by the kingor a priest, 


and accepted by the assembly with tumultuous enthu- | 


siasim. 


Vers@ifif—And all Judah rejoiced in the oath. The phrase 
“sll Judah” means the representatives of the people then 
gathered.—For with all their heart they sware, and with all 
their desire they sought him. The people there assembled 
were doubtless sincere, but they did not carry with them the 
whole nation. The masses had little conception of true 
religion, and continued to yield readily to idolatry. Yet 
the influence of the chosen few was sufficient to give the 
nation the impulse in the right direction, which after cen- 
turies was to lead to higher conceptions and better lives — 
Jehovah gave them rest round about. Just as in the beginning 
of Asa’s reign, so now again the land has rest till Baasha’s 
invasion. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 





When Asa heard these words ... he took courage (v. 8). 
“These words” were nothing new. They declared nothing 
which Asa did not know before. They simply repeated the 
old-time assurances that God will always be on the side of 
those who are on God's side, and that the work of the well- 
doer is sure of areward. Yet they gave new courage to the 
brave and trustful Asa. ‘“ The world doesn’t need instruct- 
ing, so much as it needs reminding.” There is more power 
in a familiar truth brought forward anew at a timely 
moment, to any person in doubt or hesitancy, than in the 
most startling original suggestion. A faint-hearted Christian 
needs to have the old plain promises of God pointed out 
afresh for his encouragement. An impenitent sinner needs 
to hear again the well-known warning of danger, and the 
equally well-known invitation to salvation, rather than a 
novel argument for the right, and against the wrong. A 
child, at home or in Sunday-school, needs to be stimulated 
and helped to well-doing and to loving trust by telling to him 
over and over again, what he has often heard before, of the 
advantages of God's service, and the perils of disobedience. 
To whoever falters in the path of duty, through weakness 
or through fear, the words of Oded the prophet may tend to 
give courage and faith: “The Lord is with you, while ye be 
with him . 
hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded.” 


And [he] put away the abominable idols, . . . and renewed 
the altar of the Lord. Asa’s courage to do was shown 
in his doing. His faith proved itself in his works. It makes 
very little difference whether a man has little courage or 
much, if he never exerts himself courageously. The man 
who wouldn't be afraid to help you when you were assailed 
by ruffians, or to jump in for your rescue when you were 
overboard, or to come and minister to you when you were 
sick of an infectious disease, and yet who stands idly by 
without moving a hand for your defense or relief, has cer- 
tainly no greater respect from you for his courage than has 
the veriest coward among your friends who would doa great 
deal more if only he dared to. Courage is a very good thing 
—if it is used wisely. If you have taken new courage of 
faith, from hearing a stimulating truth in a sermon, from 
reading a promise of God in his word, from studying one of 
these Sunday-echool lessons, from witnessing the power of 
grace in sustaining a believer in suffering or sorrow—what 
are you going to do about it? In what good service is your 
new courage to be manifested ? 

They fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw 
that the Lord his God was with him (vy. 9). “ When they 
saw" it! Blessings that can be seen as blessings are in 
favor with almost anybody. How office-seekers rally to the 
support of a new president or governor when they see that 
How men 
flock to a new territory when they see that the Lord has 
been with it in storing its hill-sides with gold and silver ore! 
There are little folks and larger ones “in abundance” who 
recognize the advantages of an evangelical Sunday-school— 


vah, the God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all| about the time of a Christmas festival or a midsummer 
their soul. For similar eovenants entered into by the pecs | picnic. And there is no lack of popularity to any church 


.. Be ye strong, therefore, and let not your | 


which is plainly prosperous in all things, and whose Dorcas 
Society and Reliet Association show signs of unusual 
enlargement. But when the Lord's people are under disci- 
pline by trial, or under chastening by affliction, they are in 
no danger of too large a following. When Jesus was heal- 
ing all the sick who were brought unto him, it was plain 
enough why the disciples could say, “ All men seek for thee.” 
| When he saw multitudes following him whom he had fed 
miraculously, no had no hesitation in declaring, “ Ye seek 
| me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat 
of the loaves and were filled.” While ministering to the 
temporal wants of the many, Jesus 72s 


welcomed, wherever 
he went, with the rejoicings of the common people. But 
when he gave himself to die jor sinners,“ they ail forsook 
him and fled.” It is, indeed, well to seek the companionship 
of those with whom the Lord is; but we must see to it that 
we do not limit the signs of the Lord’s presence to evidences 
of material prosperity. 


They offered unto the Lord at the same time, of the spowl 
which they had brought (v.11). That was an indication of 
their sincerity. Not what we are willing to take from the 
Lord, but what we are willing to give to him, is the test of 
our fidelity to his cause. Yet this ishardly a popular way 
of looking at the truth. A great many people are ready to 
ask something from the Lord every morning and every 
night :—a great many more would do this thing if only they 
were sure they could have all they asked for ;—but there are 
not so many who go to the Lord every day with a willing 
offering of some scrt for his treasury. Our Lord declared 
that “it is more blessed to give than to receive;” but there 
is no blessing after which the Lord's people generally seem 
less earnest in their pursuit, than the one thus indicated. 
Along. in holiday season, most persons are readier to open 
their doors to a Christmas box, than to look up acontribution 
box. And Christian men in business, and Christian women 
with good incomes, do not all handle their money as if its 
best use were in gifts to the Lord’s cause, or to those who are 
the Lord's representatives. The duty of giving unto the 
Lord is as positive as the dity of praying. This truth ought 
to be enjoined on the young in their Christian training—and 
borne in mind also by their teachers. 

They entered into a covenant to seek the Lord . . . with all 
their heart (v.12). It is not enough to see a good thing, and 
to wish we could have it: we ought to determine to get it, 
and to this end we ought to seek it with our whole heart. 
What we seek with undivided purpose we are quite likely 
to secure. And an agreement to do a thing is commonly as 
essential to its doing as is the desire to have the thing done. 
If we want to share the benefits of a particular business, we 
must be willing to sign articles of copartnership with its 
business head. If we want to be paid for a stipulated ser- 
vice, we must be ready to enter into a compact to perform 
that service. If we want to sell or buy, to study or teach, 
to marry or to be given in marriage, we must be willing to 
make a covenant accordingly. And if we would be acknowl- 
edged as Christ’s in the day of his appearing, we must be 
willing to enter now into a covenant to seek him with all 
our hearts. 








| 
| 


Whosoever would not seek the Lord (v.13). There were 
| some in that day, in favored Judah, under prosperous Asa, 
| in the time of religious revival, who would not seek the 
Lord. They would not seek him, because they did not want 
|him. They were willing enough to take his blessings; but 
| they did not wish to take his service. They wanted what of 
| good he had to give: they did not want himself. And there 
| are a great many people of that sort to-day. They do not 
| want to be the Lord's. Is it strange or hard that the Lord 
permits such persons to make their choice, and to live and 
| die without him, when they prefer some other rule—some 


| other presence—than his? 


All Judah rejoiced; ... for they had... sought him 
with their whole desire; and he was fownd of them (vy. 15), 
| We are sure to have joy in the possession of a good thing 
| to which we have given our “whole desire.” We may give 
| our whole desire to that which is unworthy; in that case 
| the thing will not satisfy us if we get it. Or we may attain 
| to a good thing which has divided with other things our 

longings: then its possession does not gratify above all 

elae—because it has not been longed for above all. Butifa 
| worthy object has had our supreme desire, we are fully 

satisfied when it is fairly ours. A great artist said: “I 

have been a very happy man; for my whole life has been 

devoted to art—which I have loved above all things else.” 

A venerable theological professor said: ‘‘ My life has been 
one of constant enjoyment; for there is nothing I love like 

Bible study, and Bible study has been my every-day busi- 
ness.” Yet there are many Christians who are not so happy 
in attention to the things of Christ as in attention to matters 
which they count outside of religious duties. The trouble is, 
that they do not give Christ the supreme place in their 
affections and longings. They want him as their Saviour 
after this life. They are not so anxious to be wholly his in 
the life that now is. The happiest persons in all the world 
to-day are those who have sought the Lord “with their 
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whole desire,” and who have found him. Are you of that 
number? 





Nore.—An extended article on the theme of this lesson, 
entitled “An Ancient Revival of Religion,” by Professor 
Austin Phelps, will be found on our third page. [Tae Eprror.] 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


After careful study of the Scripture and all that can help 
to proper understanding of it, every teacher should form 
or adopt some plan for teaching it, for no thorough work 
can be done without previous systematic arrangement. No 
leason is thoroughly taught without some review and refer- 
ence to previous lessons. This may sometimes be done at 
the beginning of the lesson, and also by letting the class 
answer questions suggested by events in the course of the 
lesson of the day, thus weaving together past and present 
instruction. It is not necessary that the carefully prepared 
cutline should be apparent, and often not best. No teachers 
ned to use such variety as those in the primary department ; 
ani no programme, though faultless, would be a success if 
used uniformly in teaching, 

In study, the teacher may well have rules of arrange- 
ment, but there can be no uniform rule for giving the result 
of preparation to minds so receptive and yet so dependent 
on the manner in which truth is presented. This lesson, 
however, will be more readily received and retained if given 
in clear and distinct divisions. 

These may be put on the blackboard, or, as often done, 
counted on the fingers one by one as they are given, and 
then recalled, which is sometimes a good way to secure 
attention and keep restless little hands employed. 

First, explain “ covenant ;" then the lesson story and its 
teachings may all be included in these points: What Asa 
did; What the people did; What the Lord did. Ask for 
the name of the lesson, This should always be explained if 
not very simple, and will help jn review and in the recita- 
tion of the golden texts. What isacovenant? An agree- 
ment or promise. If each child in the class should promise 
the teacher that they would repeat the Lord's Prayer every 
morning as soon as they wake, then a covenant would be 
made between that class and their teacher. That is a good 
covenant to make with the children; try it, for of course 
they all know it from your frequent repetitions with them, 
and don’t fail next Sunday to ask who has been faithful, 
and have the covenant renewed. 

A covenant is very binding, is it not? Would it be right 
to break such a promise? Any promise is binding; never 
make one unless you are sure it is a good one, and that you 
can keep it. God has made many promises to us; will he 
always keep his word? Many of his promises are made 
with an if; that means he will keep his part of the cove 
nant, if those who promise him keep their part. Is it not 
good in the great God who rules over all the worlds and 
holds the stars in his hands, to be willing to make a cove- 
nant with the very psople he made and keeps alive? How 
many ever saw a rainbow? Tell of the covenant with 
Noah, the unfading promise written again and again in 
beautiful colors to remind us how sure all God's promises 
are. David called him a covenant-keeping God, for he 
said to him, ‘ My covenant will I not break.” Moses called 
him a God who “ keeps his covenant to a thousand genera- 
ons.” 

Who built the temple? When it was done, King Solomon 
knelt on a great brazen scaffold he had made, and prayed, 
and said, “ There is no God like thee, who keepest covenant 
with all thy servants that walk before thee with all their 
heart,” 

What king was our lesson about last Sanday? What one 
word tells us much about him? What were some of the 
good things which he did? Who came to fight against his 
lingiom? Whoconquered? Why? What did Asa say in 
his prayer toGod? What did the people do after the battle? 
As they came back to Jerusalem, a prophet met Asa and 
reminded him of God's promise and the reason why he had 
been victorious over the enemy. (Have it repeated, sentence 
by sentence.) “The Lord is with you—while ye be with 
him—and if ye seek him—he will be found of you—but if 
ye forsake him—he will forsake you.” Our lesson to-day is 
of what happened after this message of the prophet. 

What Asa did. 

(1) He took courage. When you are tired or afraid, and 
your father takes you in his arms, and says, “ Trust me, my 
child, I will keep you safe,” don't it make you feel strong 
and happy? Just so King Asa felt when the prophet told 
him the sure words of his Father in heaven. He knewif 





queen did he remove because she had made anidol? Yes, 
when he hegan to reign he had destroyed all he could, but 
that was fifteen years before. Ifa farmer should pull up all 
the weeds in his fields and garden one year, would he never 
have it to do again? The wind would carry the seeds 
where they would grow again, and he must work and watch 
all the time. Seeds of evil seem to sow themselves, and so 
we must all the time watch to destroy them. Perhaps Asa 
did not find all the idols; some were hidden away, or wor- 
shiped in secret, and there were new cities in his kingdom 
since he began to reign. He made more thorough work of 
it and searched through all the land to destroy all the idols 
so hateful in God’s sight. 


(3.) He renewed the altar. It was many years since Solo- 
mon made the great altar of brass to offer burnt-offerings 
upon, right in front of the temple. Asa made it new again; 
he was glad to do all that would help his people to worship 
God. Do we have altars now, and offer burnt-offerings? 
Jesus Christ has offered up his life as a sacrifice for all sin; 
a praying heart is the altar God loves tosee now. If you 
have forgotten to pray, or never loved him, cannot you ask 
him to renew that altar for himself by giving you a new 
heart to love and serve him every day? 


(4) Ze gathered ali the people. All the people; they were 
glad to come. Old and young, out of the cities and from the 
country, crowding in, on all the roads that led into Jerusalem, 
the people who belonged in the homes of Judah, and a great 
many strangers who were glad tocome and live in a country 
under a good king who had a God in heaven to help and 
bless him. Now all say over together the four things which 
King Asa did. 

Let uslearn What the people did. (1.) They gathered them- 
selves together. Were they willing tocome? It was in the 
last of May or the first of June when they came to Jerusalem 
at the very time to keep the feast of Pentecost. This was a 
happy festival which God told Moses to teach the people to 
have every year, a time to give thanks for the harvest, for 
plenty in their fields and vineyards. 


(2.) They made offerings to the Lord. What did they take 
from the enemy when they ran in such haste to get away ? 
They did not keep all those sheep and oxen for themselves 
Seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep they offered 
to the Lord. 


(3.) They entered into a covenant to seek the Lord. They 
promised God and promised each other to seek the Lord God 
of their fathers with all their hearts. What does that 
mean? It meant no half-way seeking ; they did not mean 
to serve him on Sundays and on feast-days, and forget him 
all the week. They were in earnest; they meant to make 
the whole people seek the Lord, for they remembered the 
commandment of Moses, that all who would not seek the 
Lord, whether it was man or woman, great or small, should 
be punished with death. 

(4) They all rejoiced. Everybody was happy; it was a 
glad, joyful service; they sang and praised aloud, and had 
music of trumpets. They were really happy, because they 
were serving God with their whole hearts. To whom was 
Asa faithful? Because of the covenant all Judah could say 
and sing with gladness, The Lord our God. 


What did God do for them! He kept his covenant, he 
gave them rest, peace from their enemies. While they 
served him they were a happy people, their olive-trees were 
fruitful, their vines hung with plenty, their fields smiled 
with ripened grain, undisturbed by robber bands. What is 
our golden text? God fulfilled that promise to the people 
of Judah so long as king and people were faithful. So he 
will help and keep young hearts that are given to him ina 
covenant which he wili never break. So when little hands 
work for him, and young hearts are given to him, he will 
give rest and peace and love. 

How many can covenant together to have for our motto, 
“The Lord our God.” 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 
BY THE REY. W. W. NEWTON. 


Covrace—In the famous loan coilection of paintings 
exhibited in New York City a year ago was the remarkable 
picture by the German artist Marks, of “The Token.” A 
young maiden, draped for death according to the custom of 
the Roman arena, is seen standing in a lion-pit, with one hand 
bracing herself against the wall, and looking up at the sun- 
light streaming into the opened den, while a rose thrown down 
by her lover is at her feet. The heathen lover has sent her 
his token of affection, the covenant souvenir of love. She is 
in the pit, soon to be led out to be destroyed by lions. If 


the people would seek the Lord he would surely bless them ; | she will only pick up the flower, word will be sent to stop 


he felt strong and brave, and more resolved than ever to 
make his people seek God and do right. When Paul the 


prisoner was on his way to Rome, when and why was it | 


that he “thanked God and took courage.” 
Asa do? 


What else did 


(2.) He put away idols, Had he not done that before? What 





the cruel persecution, for that will be the sign of the recant- 
ing of ber faith. But the older covenant of her allegiance 
to the faith of the Christians prevails, as she treads the 
flower of temptation under foot, and has strength enough to 
suffer persecution for the cause of Christ. 


At the battle of Crecy, in 1346, when King Edward IIL, 





of England, defeated Philip, King of France, the Black 
Prince led @ portion of the attack. Thinking himself very 
hotly pressed, in the midst of the combat, he sent word to his 
father to send him some reinforcements at once, or he would 
be flanked by the enemy. The king, who had been watch- 
ing the progress of the fight from a neighboring hill-top, sent 
down word as follows: ‘Tell my son, the Black Prince, 
that I am too good a general not to know when he needs 
help, and too kind a father, not to send it when I see the 
need of doing so.” The historian tells us that, reassured by 
this promise, the Black Prince fought nobly, and put the 
motto Ich Dien,—‘I serve,” upon his crest, which on the 
Prince of Wales's escutcheon to this day. 
THANKFULNEsS.—When Alexander the Great announced 
to his generals that he intended to take up his father’s pur- 
pose, and subdue the world to the domination of Greece, 
Plutarch tells us that there was great rejoicing among the 
military men, to think that the kingdom of Macedon was to 
be so finely represented in the person of Philip's successor. 
The old intention or vow of the father caused great gladness 
in the minds of the army as it looked forward to reaping the 
long. expected conquests which had been planned by Philip. 


Wordsworth’s lines on the rainbow are a fitting symbol of 
human nature's thankfulness on beholding the rainbow, 
God's covenant of mercy, after the deluge. 


“My heart leaps up when I behold 
A rainbow in the sky: 
So was it when my life began : 
So is it now I am a man: 
So be it when I shall grow old, 
Or let me die! 
The child is father of the man: 
And I could wish my days to be 
Bound each to each by natural piety.” 


“ What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.” Some time 
ago there was arun upon the savings-bank, in one of our 
cities, and many of the poor people were very anxious to get 
back their money. One poor old woman was seen with an 
anxious face crowding up to the teller’s office to get her money 
out. At last she secured it, and went down the steps witha 
cheerful, happy face, thinking that all was safe. A day or 
two afterwards, a robbery occurred in the street where she 
lived, and the poor woman was again anxious about her gold. 
At last she took it back again to the bank, which had stood 


the run upon it, and with a glad face gave it to the teller, say- * 


ing, ‘ Here, take my money; you are better able to take 
care of it, after all, thanI am. I had my doubts about you; 
but they are nothing compared to my doubts about myself.” 


ConsEcraTIon.—The philosopher Hegel once declared there 
were three periods in every true man’s life: the yes, the no, 
and the yes again. First, childhood says yes to the parental 
instruction ; then, youth says no in self-will and waywardness; 
and last of all old age comes on, and compels the soul to say 
yes again to the first yes of its early hours. 


In Thackeray's story of Pendennis, he describes his hero, 
like the prodigal of our Saviour’s parable, as having spent 
all, and as lonely and helpless and undone. Money, friends, 
reputation, gone. The wayward son is im utter want and 
destitution. At last an opening is offered him, where by 
hard work and industrious self-reliance he can earn a living 
by his pen. As he sits by the open window where the moon- 
light is coming in, along with his new resolution and his 
fresh good impulses, he writes to his mother: “ Ah, mother, 
you'll be proud of your boy yet! I’m coming back to be 
a comfort to you, after all.” 


In the days of the Punic wars between Carthage and Rome, 
the Carthaginian general, Hamilcar, felt himself growing too 
old to lead the armies against the Romans. So before he 
died he took his son Hannibal, and made him swear, upon 
the altar in their temple, that as long as he lived he would 
urge war against Rome, until Rome fell, or he himself should 
die in the struggle. It was the remembrance of that con- 
secration oath which made Hannibal the scourge and terror 
of Rome until his dying day, and which nerved him on in 
his matchless campaigns against his nation’s hereditary foes 


Joy.—When William the Conqueror was plotting for the 
crown of England, he invited Harold, the Saxon king, to 
visit him in Normandy. Then, to the surprise of his guest, 
he suddenly carried him to an underground cell, and made 
him swear upon the skull in an open tomb that he would 
henceforward forever relinquish all claim to the English 
crown. Harold, helpless and terrified, complied with the 
compulsory request, whereupon William made a great feast 
in honor of his guest’s promise and covenant. But the oath 
was broken, and the covenant disannulled, the moment Har- 
old set foot upon English soil again, 


The year of Jubilee was the one great joyous festival ot 
freedom and joy among the Israelites, when according to 
promise the slaves were set free, and those who were forced 
to sell their possessions received them back again as a gift 
from God. When the silver trumpets were blown, which 
announced the advent of this happy fiftieth year, every 
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one rejoiced. “ Blessed are the people that know th» joyful 
sound” (Psa. 89: 15). 

When the news of the surrender of Lee to Grant came to 
the cities of the North, on the evening of April 9, 1865, 
bonfires were lighted, bells were rung, cannons were fired, 
and people went wild in their joy to think that by the arti- 
cles of that stipulation and promise, the war was over, and 
the country was one again, and that not another shot was to 
be fired. For then it was that the weapons of war were put 
aside, and the days of peace had come. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 


A—SSEMBLY OF THE PEOPLE. 
S—ACRIFICE AND COVENANT. 
A—PPROVAL OF THE LORD. 














“The Lord is While ye be 
WITH 
YOU. HIM.” 
“It ye He will 
FORSAKE 
| HIM You.” | 
oOnD OUNCIL 
IVES OURAGE, 
ei — asad iimanaiecd 
| ASA’S OUR 


ENCOURAGEMENT 
Azariah’s Counsel : | Words of Jesus. 
* The Lord is with you. 
* Be yestrong’ 


| Your work shall be by school. 


| 
| To be supplied 
| REWARDED.’ | 
{ = 


——————— = 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


“The prophecy of Oded the prophet "—really of Azariah 
tne son of Oded—brings to mind several ancient things that 
have lingered to this day in the Orient. The prophecy, it 
need hardly besaid, does not always mean a declaration of 
future events, but also a proclamation or setting forth of 
divine truth. The students of Andover Theological Semi- 
nary, before being licensed to preach, used to (if they do not 
still) “‘ prophesy” in the neighboring pulpits. Such, too, is 
the character of Azariah’s prophecy. Prophets of both sorts 
—foretellers and declarers—exist at the present day in the 
East; though leas in number than formerly, and oftener 
sham than real. Usually the prophet is very dirty and 
unkempt, even for an oriental; and if he is insane, a condi- 
tion thought by the Muslims (as well as the ancient Greeks 
and Romans) peculiarly favorable to or the result of inspi- 
ration, he frequently went without clothing. But this last 
style is not tolerated now: he is “clothed,” even if not “in 
his right mind.” 

While an oc cidental would pay no attention to the ravings 
of such an object, the orientals generally would respect them 
as the voice of God. Only a very short time ago the writer 
saw one of these prophets in the street in Jerusalem. Whether 
crazy in fact, or only in appearance, could not be known - 
but the latter was suspected. He was declaiming at a loud 
voice, trying to tear off his only garment, turning up his 
face and gesturing toward the sky. Part of the crowd 
regarded him with evident veneration, and repeated what 
he said; many had modern ideas and showed their dis- 
gust. 

One can see how the Lord’s prophets, following strange 
directions of life and manner and behavior recorded in the 
Old Testament, would appear thereby to the people as true 
prophets. 

The prophecy, however, still frequently goes as far as the 
prediction of future events. At the breaking out of the 
present war between Turkey and Russia, the Muslim proph- 
ets in Syria—people of social respectability—generally pre- 
dicted that it was “ the end of things;” but whether the end 
of things to them, or the final judgment of the world, was 
not clear. There were also many particular prophecies 
about particular events about to happen; mostly in a 
style so splendidly oracular that the event could not belie 
them, happen how it would. The chief cawass of one of 
the consulates at a seaport city in Syria, a polygamous old 
sinner, who has turned many a dishonest piastre by reading 
the fates and casting out of “ jins” (genit or devils), espe- 

cially abounded in such prophecies. 
It is said that the occasion of the wresting of the monas- 


since attached to the spot. 


tions,” removed out of the land of Asa, as no one needs to | 


Zion, from the Latin monks, a few centuries ago, was occa- | 


who declared that the tomb of David was underneath.- The 
Muslims seized, if they did not make, this occasion for grasp- 
ing the monastery ; and that is the origin of the tradition 





The “abominable idols,” or, better, simply ‘“ abomina- 





be told who has entered the secret cabinets of the European | 
museums, or seen the ornaments and charms against the evil | 
eye dug up at Sidon andin Cyprus, included many things 
too shocking for description. The shameful lot of manufac- | 
tured “ Moabite antiquities,” of which hundreds are still for | 
sale in Jerusalem, and which have deceived sundry savans 
in Europe, are doubtless, in general, true embodiments of | 
the rude, unclean spirit of the ancient heathen worship. In 
honorable contrast with this wretched trade in sham abomi- | 
nations is the condnct of General Di Cesnola, whose zeal as 
an antiquarian did not prevent his destroying numberless 
unclean objecis. 

It is almost impossible for one brought up ina Christian 
iand to understand what a mercy to the people, and bulwark 
of home sanctity, was vouchsafed by God in the prohibition | 
of images and their worship. 
The statement that they “ sware unto the Lord with loud | 
voice and with shouting,” would not be a very bad descrip- 
tion of some renewals of the covenant in the United States. 
But the writer is reminded of the frequent celebrations on 
feast days at a Maronite church in Beirft, which, at such 
times, was disagreeably near his study window. For 
instance, at the grand festival of Mar Marin, the patron 
saint of the Maronites, the church and the streets were full 
of excited people. The service began—in the Syriac tongue, 
of which only a few words could be caught here and there 
—and at intervals of about a minute the responses would 
resound in a very loud voice. Soon after dark a number 
of men appeared on the roof of the cruciform church 
and quickly lighted rows of candles along the peak and 
edges of the whole roof. Then, toa short utteranceof the 
officiating priest inside, of which the writer could only catch 
the words “‘ name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost,” the whole concourse responded with a positive 
shout. The service continued, the responsive shouts grow- 
ing louder and louder, till they were absolutely deafening. 
Drums were beaten to accompany, along with the blowing 
of horns and other villainous noises called music, with now 
and then the firing of a musket. The renewal of their cove- 
nant of fidelity to St. Marfin was kept up in this manner 
till far into the night; and the illustration of Scripture was 
still more deeply impressed by the consequent weariness of 
the next day. Doubtless there were as many sham elements 
in the rejoicing and covenant, and doubtless also as many 
real ones, as in the solemn camp-meeting of the present day, 
when annoyed by junketing parties. 


| 
| 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


2 Chron. 15: 8. Heard these words. The words of warning 
and encouragement that Azariah addressed to Asa and his 
army as they returned from their victory and triumph over 
the Cushites.— vice. 


Oded. Some think the prophet was called Azariah by way 
of distinction, and that his name was Oded as well as his 
father’s; others think that Oded confirmed the words of his 
son by a peceneny to the same effect. The Alexandrian Sep- 
tuagint, the Syriac version, and the Vulgate, however, have, 
“the prophecy of Azariah, the son of Oded,” which is per- 
haps the true reading —Buble Com. 


He took courage. Animated by the seasonable and pious 
address of Azariah, Asa became a more zealous reformer than 
ever, employing all his royal suthority and influence to 
extirpate every vestige of idolatry from the land —Fwussett 
and Brown. 


The work of complete reformation appeared to Asa so diffi- 
cult and perilous, through the inveterate propensity of the 
people and of the chief persons to idolatry, that he had not 
courage to attempt it tili thus assured of the divine assur- 
ance and acceptance. Accordingly, when he proceeded in 
his work, many abominable idols were found in every part 
of the land; which he removed, with those that were in the 
cities taken from Israel.—Seott. * 


Cities ... taken. These are the cities which Asa’s father 
Abijah had conquered. (Ch. 13: 19.) 


Renewed the altar.—The altar of burnt-offering, which 
might stand in need of repair after sixty years of building — 
Kel. 


V. 9. Strangers out of Ephraim and Manasseh. 
“ Tsraelites of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh.” The 
separation of the two kingdoms had made their Israelite 
brethren “ strangers,” or “foreigners.” to Judah — Buble Com. 

Simeon. Althongh a portion of that tribe, located within 
the territory of Judah, were already subjects of the southern 
kingdom, the general body of the Simeonites had joined in 
forming the northern kingdom of Israel. But many of them 
now returned of their own accord.— Faussett and Brown. 


V.10. Third month The month Sivan, corresponding 





tery of the coenaculum (room of the last supper), on Mount 





| often been noticed, 


V.11. The spoil which they had brought. In the war with 


io i " i | Zerah: for this war, though it broke ont in the eleventh 
sioned by the prophesying of » half-crasy Muslim beggar, age gg Asa (chap. 13: 23; 14: 8) might have extended even 
| tot 

Lange. 


e present date, and therefore lasted for four years.— 


The people testified unbounded satisfaction with this 


important religious movement, and its moral influence was 
seen in the 


— of piety, order, and tranquillity 
throughout the land. 


Seven hundred . . . seven thousand. The prevalence ot 
the number seven in the religious system of the Jews has 
Seven bullocks and seven rams were a 
common offering. (Num. 29: 32; 1 Chron. 15: 26; 2 Chron. 
29: 21; Job 42: 8; Ezek. 45: 23.) In the larger sacrifices, 
however, it is seldom that we find the number seven at all 
prominent. Compare 1 Kings 8: 63; 2Chron, 30: 24; 35: 
7-9.—Bible Com. 

V.12. They entered into a covenant. It would seem the 
motion came not from Asa, but from the people themselves ; 


let every man be a volunteer that covenants with God. 
Psa. 110: 3. 


God of their fathers. Seek God in the way their fathers 
sought him, and in dependence on the promise to their 
fathers. 


Heart, and with all their soul. We make nothing of our 
religion, if we do not make heart-work of it. God will 


| have all the heart or none; and when a jewel of such ines- 


timable value as the divine favor is to be found, it is worth 
while to seek it with all our soul.—Comp. Com. 


V.13. Would not seek the Lord... put to death. This 
was one of the commandments of the Law. See Ex. 22: 20; 
Deut. 13: 9,15: 17: 2-7; Heb. 10: 28, 


V. 14. Sware unto the Lord with a loud voice. They made 
this covenant with great joy; not secretly, as if ashamed of 
what they did, or afraid of binding themselves too fast, but 
with a loud voice to express their own zeal, and to animate 
one another. Our devotedness to God our Saviour should 
be avowed and professed in the most solemn and public 
manner.—Scott. 


This was with the usual 
Comp. Neh. 12: 27-43. 


They entered into this covenant in the most cheerful and 
open manner. They were deeply impressed with the kind- 
ness they had experienced ; they were very sincere and much 
in earnest in their professed worship of the Lord. National 

iety procures national blessings. Whatever God gives should 
Be employed according to his will; openeny we should 
devote our bodies and souls to him, according to the tenor of 
his everlasting covenant, by accepting his salvation, and yield- 
ing ourselves to his service. 


With trumpets, and with cornets. 
form and musical accompaniment. 


They did not swear to God with reluctancy (as the poor 
debtor confesses a judgment to his creditor), but with all the 
pleasure and satisfaction imaginable, as the bridegroom 
phights his troth to the bride in the marriage covenant. Ever 
honest Israelite was pleased with his own engagements to Godt 
and they were all pleased with one another s.— Henry. 


V. 15. All Judah rejoiced at the oath. Every honest 
Israelite was pleased with his own engagements to God, and 
all with one another’s. They rejoiced in it as a hopeful expe- 
dient to prevent their apostasy, and a happy indication of 
God’s presence. 


Lord aave them rest round about. Another period of tran- 
quillity followed on the defeat of Zerah, a period, probably, of 
ten years. They reaped the happy fruit of this reformation, 
in the great peace which they enjoyed, without disturbance 
from any of their neighbors.—Bp. Patrick. 


THE JEWISH NATION WHEN CHRON.- 
ICLES WAS WRITTEN. 


{Canon Rawlinson, in The Bible Educator. ] 


The people in their long and toilsome captivity, scattered 
among their conquerors, and ground down by taskwork, had 
forgotten their past, had become ignorant of their sacred 
books, and had even lost the capacity of grasping and retain- 
ing the long and complicated account of their former 
history which had been familiar to their ancestors. On their 
return to Palestine they were a band of emancipated slaves, 
ignorant, illiterate, incapable of much thought, childish, and 
requiring, like children, very simple elementary teaching. 

Again, they were a multitude rather than a people; in 
their long-continued oppression and isolation they had lost 
the sentiment of nationality, ths very idea of patriotism; 
they had forgotten their triial distinctions and relation- 
ships ; and though they had not fallen away from the worship 
of Jehovah, they had come to have a very dim and faint 
notion of what that worship in reality was, as established 
by the greatest of their monarchs, David and Solomon. To 
restore the national life, to re-unite the present with the 
past, to re-awaken the slumbering spirit of patriotism, to 
recall the glories of old times, and set them before the nation 
as the standard which they should aim at reaching in the 
future, was the hard but grand task which the leaders of the 
Jewish people set themselves at this time, and which none 
did more to accomplish than the writer of Chronicles. 
Instead of throwing the people back upon their old bistories, 
written on too large a scale for their present needs, and in 
language of a more or less archaic type, he composed for 
their use a condensed narrative, written in the idiom of the 
day, with frequent allusions to recent events and brought 
down to his own times, which was far more calculated to 
affect them strongly and deeply than the ancient larger 
compositions. At the same time, having to deal with persons 
in a childish and undeveloped state, he adopted a tone not 
elsewhere found in the historical Scriptures—a didactic tone 
of extreme directness and simplicity—a plan of pointing the 
moral in every case, of openly ascribing all the events of the 
history to the Divine agency, and referring in the plainest 
language every great calamity or deliverance to the good 


or evil deeds of the monarch or the nation, to whom they were 





with our June.—Bible Com. 


sent as rewards or judgments. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


————_>—__——— 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 rp. m., in the Class-room Y. M,C. A. Hall. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall, from 12tolo’clock Pp. m. 
Led by the Hon, Vice-Chencellor Blake, 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. m.,in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. 

E)mira, N. Y., Union Normal class In the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting every Tuesday evening. at 74 o'clock 
State Street Methodist Church, Conducted by the Rev. George J. 
Brown. Wednesday evenings, Teachers’-Meeting at Fifth Street 
Presbyterian Church, the Rey. Dr. William Irvin, conductor. Thurs- 
day evenings, at North Second Street Methodist Church, at8 o’clock. 
Conducted by the Rev. H. C, Farrar. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening in the Y. M. C, A. Parlor, 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-reom. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
vy. u., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Pitteburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., in 
the Y. M. C, A, Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 vp. m., in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
8p.™., inthe Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Cleveland, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m., inthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. ©. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. ©, P. Jacobs. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 a.m. in 
Farwell Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 rp. m., in Bible Work Room, Y. M.C. A. 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 
of every month, at Mr. Moody's Church. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church, 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street. 

Springfield, Iil., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Peoria, Ill., Normal Class meets weekly. Conducted by Miss Mary 
G. Burdett, 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Burlington, Iowa, Union Normal class the tirst and third Wednesday 
evenings of each month. 

Minneapolis, Union meeting for Bible Study every Saturday, from 
1l to 12 a. m., in Association Hall. Conducted by C, A. J. Marsh, 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street, conducted by J. H. 
Brookes, D.D. English 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets tor Insti- 
tute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, at the Rooms of 
the Y.M.0.A. German 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets third 
Monday evening of each month, at the Y. M C, A. Rooms. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 


FORRIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSO. 
CIATION. 


The December meeting of the Foreign Sunday School 
Association was held on the first Thursday of the month, 
a large number being present. 

The Spanish Committee received letters from Robert 
Stewart, of Lisbon. He expresses his thanks for aid 
rendered to his schools, and says that he knows of other 
Sunday-schools requiring assistance, which he is restrained 
from asking, feeling that Portugal already receives its full 
share of the funds of the Society. The publication of the 
paper occupies much of his time. 

Mr. Empeytaz, of Barcelona, has received the eight 
pounds sent to him; five pounds have been used for books, 
and the rest reserved for other Sunday-school needs. At 
Monistrol, an evangelist, a member of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, has a good-sized, effective Sunday- 
school of fifty children. This school is in need of more 
copies of El Amigo de la Infancia, the Spanish Sunday- 
schol paper. The Sunday-schools at St. Martin’s and 
Sens, as well as those at Noble and Sech, are also con- 
ducted by the young men of the Christian Association. 

The Rev. Henry Duncan, who has for a season left his 
work. at Seville, in order to take charge of a mission at Cor- 














dova, has there aSunday-school which has an attendance of 
thirty-six scholars, The number fluctuates, however, and 
he thinks that the gift of the Amigo to the children will 
confirm their regular attendance. He has a colleague in 
Seville, who was formerly a monk in the Philippine 
Islands. His quiet life, with few pastoral cares, led him | 
to study; and, the truth being revealed to him, he threw | 
off the trammels of Rome, and was condemned to per- 
petual banishment and excommunication. He is now a 
faithful and laborious missionary in the cause of the | 
gospel. Mr. Robert Carlyle, whe is earnestly laboring in 
the mines of Huelva, has a Sunday-school of thirty or 
thirty-five children. He has just received ten dollars for 
supplying these children with the Amigo, and acknowl- 
edges ite receipt, with thanks to the Society. | 
Italian Committee.—G. Martinelli writes from Rimini | 
of the opposition made to his work, but only by unbe- 
lievers and free-thinkers: others receive the word gladly. 





He adds: ‘“ Our Sunday-school, by the grace of God, is very | 
well attended, so the monks make war upon this school; | 
finding, however, that it will continue, they have opened a | 
school, where they distribute papistical books and papers. 
We have urgent need for books, papers, and so forth, to 
provide for the needs of our children.” 

Jean Pierre Luquet, a traveling missionary now at 
Carrara, sends thanks for money received in aid of the 
Sunday-school at Molino. From Catania, Joseph Mus- 
mecci writes: “Our Methodist Committee, to whom is 
committed the charge of our school, has not been able to 
give it any help; therefore the money sent by you has 
been particularly grateful; we have got benches, books, 
and papers for the school. This Sunday-school seems to 
be doing an excellent and progressive work. Mrs. Annie 
G. Zocco writes of a small school at Padua, embracing 
twenty-five scholars, for whom she asks the aid of the 
society. 

Paolo Longo writes from Milan of a Sunday-school at 
Rio Marina in the island of Elba. There are there 
established four day-schools and a Sunday-schooi of eighty 
scholars, of whom sixty are Catholics. This school is the 
only means by which an entrance can be gained for the 
gospel into the hearts of the inhabitants of the island. 
The children carry home the words of truth to their 
parents, by means of verses and hymns, which they sing 
unmolested about the houses, while the parents listen and 
learn, and will, perhaps, in time, give up their present 
religion—which in many cases is merely nominal, and the 
effect of habit. 

German Committee.—The Sunday-school at Langenhain 
has been somewhat hindered in its good work by a teacher 
in the day-school, whose influence was exerted to keep the 
children away from their Sunday-school; but by the 
wisdom of its directress in making friendly advances to 
the enemy, the Sunday-school opposer was propitiated, 
and ceases to injure the school. Miss Joanna Seile says 
that Ruppertsgriim is a small village, whose inhabitants 
are principally poor weavers. They for the most part are 
glad to send their children to the Sunday-school, which 
numbers sixty-three, and has four classes,—one of boys and 
three of girls. 

Miss Maria Pabst, of Arnstadt, says that formerly 
Sunday-schools were not considered of any importance in 
Germany; nowit is considered necessary to have them. 
Religious sentiment is growing less and less from year to 
year, and the Sunday-school is almost.the only means of 
effectually renewing it, and keeping it in action. From 
Pressburg, Austria, Miss Pick has a school of forty-five 
children, most of whom are Protestant children. The 
library is found to be a great attraction to both scholars 
and parents. Most of the ministers and public school 
teachers are rather indifferent to the work. 

The French Committee received, with thanks, five 
dollars sent by a gentleman in Canada, through The 
Sunday School Times, in aid of the work of Héléne Maurel, 
at Montivilliers, France. 

The Rey. Samuel Jessup writes from Syria, that he has 
been enabled to buy books and prizes for the children of the 
Sunday-school, at the port of Tripoli. Their work is in 
part to endeavor to keep children out of the influence of 
the Maronites, who are Roman Catholics. They have, as 
yet, been unable to get hold of any of the Moslem girls, 
whom they desire to influence. 

The Rev. Mr. Merwin, a missionary from Valparaiso, 
addressed those present, on the subject of work in Chili, 
and described a recent persecution there, showing some half- 
burned leaves of Bibles, belongi.g to Protestants, which 
had been doomed to destruction by Roman Catholic per- 
secutors: only a few pages were preserved as relics. 

The Rev. Mr. Gallagher made a short address, and closed 
the meeting with prayer for work and workers. 

The receipts of the Society during the month of 





November amounted to four hundred dollars, 


WORK AT CHAUTAUQUA. 


BY JAMES TOWN, 


Fair Point Assembly grounds on Chautauqua Lake 
N. Y., enjoyed the mildness of spring even in the midst of 
December. Buildings and other improvements were con- 
sequently pushed forward vigorously, so that two months 
more of working time will put everything for the next 
summer's gathering into complete shape. One new cottage 
costing $3000 is about finished, and others less costly are 
progressing. 

At’ Point Chautauqua, the Baptist ground opposite, 
work goes on vigorously. A hotel to cost $20,000 is under 
contract ; and Mr. Horace Hartson, of the Jamestown 
Baptist Church, has contributed $5000 to erect a taber- 
nacle upon the grounds. An opening service, to continue 
ten days, and to precede the Fair Point meetings, has been 
decided upon. It will in no sense be conducted as a rival 
of its older neighbor, but will work in other lines, and in 
the main will be denominational. Professor W.F. Sherwin 
has been selected as general manager of this inaugural 
meeting. 

Chautauqua ideas prevail all around Chautauqua Lake. 
Teachers’-meetings and normal classes abound, and when 
the summer visitors cease to journey to these famous 
shores, then neighboring churches and Sunday-schools 
will continue the work undismayed, and maintain the good 
name which has become the world-wide synonym for 
advanced Sunday-school culture. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The second Superintendents’ Sociable of the season, 
at Elizabeth, N. J., was held in the school-room of the 
Park Methodist Episcopal Church, on Friday evening, 
December 28. The subject of discussion was ‘‘ Teachers’- 
meetings for lesson study ; what benefits can be derived 
from them, and what difficulties must be overcome in 
establishing and sustaining them.” 


—A series of Sunday-school institutes under the auspi- 
cies of the United Brethren is holding is Ohio and Michi- 
gan. One is announced at Antioch Church, Hocking 
County, Ohio, January 4-6; a second at Louisville, Stark 
County, Ohio, January 21-23; a third at Berrien, Michi- 
gan, January 31l-February 3. All three are led by 
Colonel Robert Cowden, General Secretary of the United 
Brethren Sunday-school Association. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


—Anniversary exercises, Thanksgiving and Christmas 
festivals, and other celebrations, have been so numerous in 
local Sunday-schools all over the country within the past 
few weeks, as to forbid even the enumeration in these 
columns of the many from which reports have been 
received, 

—The season is here when far too large a number of the 
Sunday-schools of the sparsely populated and frontier 
states, especially, are thinking of hibernating—going into 
winter quarters. To such may be commended the testi- 
mony of a missionary of the American Sunday School 
Union in Iowa, who writes: “ A decided improvement in 
the Sunday-schools which I have organized. The interest 
takes on the type of perseverance. Many schools who 
thought they could do nothing in winter, now do their best 
work then. The rule used to be to close: now the pre- 
vailing rule is to continue, and to hold special meetings. 
The result is the increase of numbers and interest: and 
some four hundred pupils have been led to Christ out of 
the thirty-five hundred gathered in. This is the phase of 
the work which I wish to impress....I have been 
engaged in holding children’s meetings, and am greatly 
encouraged in this work.” 





THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 


As the annual week of prayer is close at hand, the 
recommendations of topics for its several days are here- 
with repeated : 


The Evangelical Alliance respectfully suggests the following 
topics for the observance of the Week of Prayer, commencing 
January 6, and closing on the 13th: 

Sunday, January 6.—Sermons: Christian Union perfected — 
Rev. 7: 9, 10. 

Monday, January 7.—Prayer and praise: Remembrance of 
personal and relative mercies; prayer for the divine blessing on 
past privileges, and for a humble and contrite spirit. 

Tuesday, January 8.—Prayer for the Church of Christ in all 
lands; for its deliverance from error; for its increase in faith 
and holiness, and in power as a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ: 
for the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Wednesday, January 9.—Prayer for Christian families—for sick 
and afflicted members; for children at school, and for all youth in 
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our colleges and seminaries of learning; for young men entering 
upon the active business of life, and for those abroad; for our 
sons and daughters openly confessing Christ. 

Thursday, January 10—Prayer for nations, for rulers, magis- 
trates and statesmen; for the army and navy; for all benevolent 
and philanthropic institutions; for religious liberty and the open- 
ing of doors “ wide and effectual” for publishing the gospel; and 
for the reign of righteousness and peace. 

Friday, January 11.—Prayer for Christian missions to the Jews 
and Gentiles; for Sunday-schools, and for the divine blessing on 
all Christian efforts to spread the glad tidings of the gospel of 
salvation. 

Saturday, January 12—Prayer for the circulation of the Bible; 
for the observance of the Sabbath; for the removal of intemper- 
ance; for the rescue of the fallen; for the safety of those who 
travel by land and by water. 

Sunday, January 13.—Sermons: Christian life. 
shine.” —Matt. 5: 16. 

The various churches are earnestly invited to make arrange- 
ments for suitable services during this week of prayer, and, so far 
as possible, to combine in public united prayer-meetings. 


“ Let your light 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


GODET’S NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES.* 


This is the second thousand of the American edition of 
this remarkable book. Any production of the learned Pro- 
fessor of Theology at Neuchatel (who by the way is almost 
the only modern French commentator cited in the master- 
work of Meyer, and that chiefly with regard to the deep 
things of the apostle John), would receive a welcome in 
English dress. This translation appears to have been sub- 
stantially made, and very well made, by the wife of the 
English editor. Its scholarship, acumen, spirituality, and 
depth at once, challenge our love and admiration. It is full 
of food for the soul as well as the intellect. 

Its title is most appropriate; it 1s a series of studies, not 
to be understood without having the whole of the New 
Testament more or less directly in view; yet not pretending 
to treat exhaustively any one topic which either the critic, 
the exegete, or the commentator would choose. Its general 
effect, not to speak of its intended scope, is to bring before 
the mind the complete unity of the facts and plan developed 
through and by the New Testament as a whole, very much 
in,the same manner that a critical study of the whole New 
Testament leaves upon the mind a certain and enduring 
sense of the unity and plan of the New Testament as one 
whole written revelation—we had almost said, book. 

The “ studies” consist of five parts, entitled respectively : 
The origin of the Four Gospels, Jesus Christ, The Work of 
Jesus Christ, The Four Principal Apostles, and Essay upon 
the Apocalypse. The first part, on the origin of the four 
Gospels is very luminous; though it is doubtful whether all 
his views are to be received. He adopts the traditions 
respecting the Hebrew original of Matthew's Gospel, and 
makes our present Gospel the work of a later hand who 
inserted the historical matter from common but authentic 
sources. Of Mark's Gospel he almost admits the full tradi- 
tion of Peter's dictation, though not of his revision, Luke 
he takes to be acureful historical compiler of both Gospel 
and Acts. And later in the work, the pair-work of Matthew 
and James, Mark and Peter, Luke and Paul, and John the 
evangelist with himself as writer of the Epistles and Apoca- 
lypse, are brought into more or less prominence, in several 
points of view. The Apocalypse he considers the book last 
written of the New Testament. 

As to the critical matters herein involved, the present 
judgment of the Protestant world is against him in several 
particulars; especially with reference to the Gospel of 
Matthew, where it has been shown by Hilgenfeld and others, 
that the testimony of the early church historians confound 
the two Gospels‘of the Ebionites and Hebrews with a sup- 
posed Hebrew original of Matthew's Gospel. And further- 
more, the author now and then rejects testimony in other 
matters, of precisely the same grade as that which he receives 
with reference to this Hebrew original of Matthew, where it 
would seem that he ought to either adopt both or reject 
both. But on these points, as elsewhere through the book, 
the new ideas, the new presentation of old ones, and the 
general luminousness, make a perusal most desirable and 
instructive. 

Yet one needs to observe two cautions. First, the book is 
a translated one, and of course, however well done, one can- 
not perfectly see the birth of the thought and its develop- 
ment into life, in another language. The exotic air-plant in 
the northern hot-house cannot show its full nature as well as 
when clinging to its native support, and developing its 
luxuriance in its native air, with its home surroundings; 
and the more delicate and luxuriant the plant, the more 
does it lose in the transplanting. In the next place, like 
most works of the Swiss and German scholars at the present 
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STUDIES ON THE New TESTAMENT. By F. Godet, D.D. Edited by 


on Hon. and Rev. W. H. Lyttleton, M.A. New York: E. P. Dutton 
Ca, ’ 





day, an exhaustive search discloses more inferences and con- 
clusions (as well as new facts) than were thought of before; 
but the habit of them all is to take these inferences as 
demonstrated truth, and build again upon them as fact, 
when the said inferences are not demonstrated to be more 
than either probabilities or possibilities. Herein lies the 
main difference between the English and the Continental 
scholars. The Englishman will see and recognize the depths, 
and be sure of a few conclusions: the Continental dives, and 
feels sure that his struggles in an element not native are all 
productive work, and scarcely distinguishes between bubbles 
and pearls, ‘This caution one can never fail to neglect 
when using the fruits of German scholarship; nor must we 
altogether neglect it in this book; especially in its conclu- 
sions respecting the origin of the Gospels and the essay on 
the Apocalypse. Yet we would not censure any ideas of the 
author which stimulated his mind and heart, and which 
have produced such rich results on every page. 

In the chapters on Jesus Christ and his work, the author 
differs less than he thinks (at least 1f we can so judge from 
the English translation) from the “Old Orthodox” views, 
in several instances, merely because he uses words a little 
out of their usual signification. For instance, he uses “ justi- 
fication” in one sense, where we would say either “ sanctifi- 
cation” ‘or the results, or necessity, or duty, or essential 
requisiteness of sanctification. Yet he could hardly have 
used the word “‘sanctification”’ in all the connections, as he 
states them. 

And herein appears a cause of difference between churches 
of different languages, which difference is frequently only 
apparent. All the modern theology, especially English, is 
colored with terms derived from the Vulgate; but the differ- 
ent turns given to the meaning of these terms from the use of 
different translations of the Bible, have often caused heresy 
to be suspected or charged, where none existed. 

A singular illustration of this general idea is said to occur 
in the German translation of the Westminster Catechism 
current for years in America; while the difference between 
the “act” of justification and the “work” of sanctification 
isso sharp and essential to not only the English but the 
system, in the German each was represented as a ‘“ work.” 

The essay on the Apocalypse is full of light; but doubt- 
less the full interpretation is not yet reached, nor is it 
claimed. But the whole is a most instructive and luminous 
work; and must add greatly to the edification and comfort 
of careful readers. (16mo, pp. 398. Cloth, $2.25.) 





The Khedive’s Egypt. By Edwin De Leon. New York: 
Harper & Brothers—A much more than common book, or 
traveler’s book. Written by an ex-agent and consul-general 
in Egypt, a long-time resident in and student of the country, 
with an intimate knowledge of nearly all the matters treated 
of, it is much more instructive and luminous than any simi- 
lar book we know. Its accuracy surpasses anything we have 
met on the subject; and the work displays, in finished and 
attractive style, great literary culture and no mean literary 
ability, coupled with the soundest business and political in- 
formation. ‘While attractive to the common reader, it hus a 
great value for the class of merchants and politicians, whose 
chief poetic enjoyment consists in contemplating statistics: 
though these are mainly gathered together in the Appendix. 
It comes quite up to the most recent events and problems; 
and supplies a great want to those who need information to 
help in the greatest works for the advancement of our race. 
It is furnished with many illustrations. (12mo, pp. 435. 
Cloth. (J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 





The Art of Beauty. By Mrs. H. R. Haweis. Illustrated 
by the Author. New York: Harper & Brothers.—A book of 
much greater merit than would be expected from its title 
Principally addressed, of course, to the ladies, much of its 
detail is out of the domain of masculine criticism. But its 
sound sense, good taste, neatness of thought, gentle humor in 
proper places, as well as the positive information and con- 
clusions theron based, make it not only readable, but enter- 
taining. The basis of the book is a series of articles which 
appeared some years ago in St. Paul’s Magazine. The author 
modestly disavows any claim to either “a fixed scheme” or 
‘a scientific method ;” but that is no demerit: a well-grown, 
flourishing tree does not claim to be an adept in the science 
of botany. It is pleasant to see one healthy, sensible book 
on this subject, which can be read by the girls with profit, 
and by the men without secret contempt. (Small 4to, pp. 
298. Cloth. J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 

Lay Effort: Its Range and Methods. By H. C. Hay- 
den, DD. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.— 
The book is the outgrowth or development of three or four 
lectures to lay-workers, under the auspices of the Young 
Men's Christian Association of Cleveland, in the winter of 
1874. It is a very sound and valuable book ; its suggestions 
at once discreet and practical, and much more than common- 
place. At the outset it draws the distinction well between 
the work of the ministry and that of laymen, where they are 
often in danger of confusion. But the scope of the book is 





eonfined rather to the machinery of the church and to what 
we may call lay-preaching: preaching in the apostolic sense, 
we mean. (Small 4to, pp. 101. Cloth, 75 cents. Claxton, 
Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Poetry for Children. By Charles and Mary Lamb. Edited, 
prefaced, and annotated by Richard Herne Shepherd. New 
York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—No work of Charles 
Lamb is in need of any commendation to its admirers, on either 
side of the Atlantic; and we need do nothing more than 
express our welcome to this new edition of a work almost lost 
sight of for years. The introduction is interesting ; and the 
body of the work is enlarged by some uncollected poems by 
Charles Lamb, and ‘Prince Dorus.” The annotations are 
appended at the end of the volume. (16mo, pp. 224. Cloth, 
$125. J.B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Petite’s Wand of Lilies. By Harriet B. McKeever. 
Philadelphia: James A. Moore —A series of natural, juve- 
nile sketches, following the life of a growing up good 
daughter, and developing into a continuous story; ripening 
at last into the conversion of a skeptical lover, and into 
peace and light. A pleasant and profitable book for older 
children in the family. (16mo, pp. 384. Cloth, $1.25) 


Light for the Day; or, Heavenly Taoughts for Earthly 
Guidance. A Daily Monitor. By Tryon Edwards, DD. 
Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication —A book 
of daily meditation, one page for each day in the year; 
consisting of a set of self-examination questions, extracts from 
devotional writers, and a scrap of sacred poetry, on each 
page. (16mo, pp. 379. Cloth.) 

The Ladye Chace: A Ballad. By the author of “Christian 
Ballads.” Edited by Francis Philip Nash. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co.—A new edition, in part rewritten, of 
this poem of the author's younger days, after a nearly forty 
years’ withdrawal from print. A small edition, only, is 
printed, chiefly for circulation among personal friends. (Small 
16mo, pp. 150. Cloth.) 





From Egypt to Japan. By Henry M. Field, DD. New 
York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—Uniform with a previous 
volume by the author, and, while complete in itself, the 
second part of a series of very popular letters published in 
the author's paper, the Evangelist, concerning his travels 
around the world. (16mo. Cloth, $200. J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co.) 


One Summer. Illustrated by Augustus Hoppin. Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co.—This very piquant book is now illus- 
trated with a neatness and piquancy quite equal to its matter. 
It belongs to the livelier sort of sketches, with the inevitable 
love-story embodied. (16mo, pp. 279. - Illuminated. Cioth, 
$3.00, (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Holy Scripture concerning communication between man and 
spirits. St. Louis: Charles B. Cox.—A generally good but 
quite superficial book: one-sided on many disputed points, 
as for instance Hades and The Second Coming of Christ, and 
yet in a catholic spirit. (16mo. Cloth.) 

From Hand to Mouth. By Amanda M. Douglas. Boston : 
Lee & Shepard.—A very lively story, illustrating in manifold 
ways personal and family struggles in the way indicated by 
the title. Pleasant and interesting are its most obvious 
characteristics, with a graphic style of representing ite 
scenes. (16mo, pp. 332. Cloth, $1.50) 


The Ten Commandments. By the Rev. R. W. Dale, M.A. 
The Milton League.—A series of very sensible discourses, 
one to the introduction, and one to each of the command- 
ments. In a clear style, and taking the generally orthodox 
views throughout, and very practical. (16mo, pp. 258. 
Paper.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be | any tly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. } 


Lorp CLive. By Lord Macaulay. (Harper’s Half-Hour Series.) New 
York: Harper & Brothers. An essay certainly worthy of a place in 
this handy little series. (32mo, pp. 130. Paper, 25 cents. J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co.) 


PICTURES FROM OUR PORTFOLIO. 


Arranged by Annie Myrtle. 
York: Nelson & Phillips. 


New 


) l6mo, pp. 206. Cloth. (Perkenpine & 
Higgins.) 

STUDIES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. By F. Godet, D.D. New York: 
= P. button & Co. 16mo, pp. 3%. Cloth, $2.25. (J. B. Lippincowu & 
0.) 

SCENES IN MY Lire. By Mark Trafon, D.D. New York: Nel on 
& Phillips. 16mo, pp. 49. Cioth. (Perkenpine & Higgins.) 

ILLUSTRATED HISTORICAL SKETCHES. By Annie Myrtle. New York: 
Nelson & Phillips. lémo, pp. 36. Cloth. (Perkenpine & Higgins.) 


THE Boys’ Pocket LipRaRyY. Vols. I. and IT. 
Phillips, 32mo, pp. 249 and 320. Cloth. 


SvueaR PLums. Poems by Ella Farman. 
Boston: L. Lothrop & Co. 


New York: Nelson & 

(Perkenpine & Higgins.) 

Pictures by C. A, Northam. 

Small 4to, pp. 100. Elegant cloth. 

A GoLyEN CHRISTMas. BxeING LONGLEY’s ANNUAL FOR 1877. London: 
F. E. Longley. Small 4to, pp. 112. Paper. 


Souct. A Novel. By Mrs. J. H. Twells. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 
&Co. 12mo, pp. 834. Cloth, $1.50. 


New Imetann. By A. M. Sullivan. Philadelphia: J. 
Co. 8vo. Gioth” oD RES 
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~ BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circula.wn of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The regular edition this week is 
26,600 copies. Jn addition to this, a special 
edition of 3,400 copies has been printed, 
Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time, 





Hourpay Girt.—A beautifully finished 
photograph, by Chillman, 18 8, Eighth St. 


Cuurcn ss about building, or refurnishing 
their Sunday-school rooms, would do well 
to write to C. F. Hill, Hazeleton, Pa., for 
information and description of best library 
case in the United States, 


InFANT CLAss TEACHERS will find in the 
Food for Lambs, issued by Edwin A. Wil- 
son, Springfield, Illinois, weekly, a choice 
paper for the little folks. International 
Lesson presented in a simple and childlike 
way. Send for specimen. 

Faith LATIMER gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls Dear 
Old Stories Told Once More, The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, 

An Astonisuine Orrer.—The Inde- 
pendent, of New York, offers in another 
column to give away, absolutely, a Wor- 
ceater’s Unabridged Quarto Pictorial Diction- 
ary which retails everywhere for $10 and is, 
of course, a household necessity. The Inde- 
pendent is now publishing Rev. Joseph 
Cook’s famous Boston Monday Lectures, 
which are creating so much discussion 
everywhere. See advertisement of The 
Independent in this paper. 

Oxup TestaMENT WALL Mar oF PALEs- 
TINE.—Especially designed to illustrate 
the International Sunday-school Lessons 
from January 1 to July 1, 1878. Compiled 
from the best authorities, Showing every 


place in Palestine mentioned in the Old’ 


Testament, the location of which is known. 
With an alphabetical reference list and a 
new and improved method of reference by 
which any place can be readily found. 
Size, 30 x 44 inches. Printed on cloth; 
handsomely colored. Price, including post- 
age, $150; mounted on rollers, complete, 
$200. Address orders to The Advocate 
Publishing House, or to Logan D. Dame- 
ron, Agent, St. Louis, Mo. 


SPECIAL NOTCES. 


: = ee — 
Saratoga Sprinas.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has nosuperior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treatment of 
nervous, lusg, female, and other diseases. Learn 
more of them by sending for a circular, 


Coughs and Colds. 


“Brown's Bronchial 
Troches” will allay ir- 
ritation which induces 
oughing, and gives im- 
mediate relicf in Bron- 
echitis, Catarrh, Influ- 
enza, Hoarseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tivoand Asthmatic Complaints. The Bron- 
chial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 
brown and used nearly all over the world. 












f Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
: CAXTON’SsS 

i ye only $14. 
COLUMBIAN PRESSES, Seif- 
Inking. from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $50 Press, Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue. 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 








PIANOS Som.ics gy Saige it 
ORGANS cape’ tent trial. Other bargains 2%4-pp. 
Illustrated News r all about pune eee war, 
ree, DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, N. J. 








Better Than Ever! 





The Scholars’ Quarterly, issued every three months from the office of The 
Sunday School Times, has been greatly improved. Each number during the year will con- 
tain a handsome colored map, and a choice “Order of Services,” in addition to its other 


attractive features, which have heretofore made it so popular. Although the circulation of 


the Quarterly for the last quarter of 1877 was 117,000 copies, the improvements made in it 
wiil cause it to be much more widely used during 1878. 

A superintendent in Vermont writes: ‘One class in our Sabbath school was induced to 
use the Scholars’ Quarterly during 1876, beside a few individuals in other classes. Four 
Classes began 1877 with it, and during the year it has steadily grown in favor until now 


ten classes use it, and I expect tocommence 1878 with the entire school (save the infant 


classes) using it. It has certainly been the means, among us, of greater interest in lessons by | 


the scholars, more careful preparation by teachers, and a general interest in the study of 


the Scriptures, 


The maps, notes, pronunciation of difficult names, and questions on home 


readings, marginal references, and to promote farther study are valuable features. 


A single copy, one year (four quarters), costs 25 cents; 100 copies, one year, $25. 


scriptions taken for three or six months at the 


Sub- 


yearly rate; under ten copies, three months, 


seven cents each. To supply Wour Class would cost:—For five scholars, one year, 
$1.25; three months, 35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. If 


ordered by the year, they will be sent each quarter in ample time for use. 


cents for a specimen. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Send seven 





Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 





Great Reduction in Price 


The price of the LESSON LEAFLETS for Bible and 
Primary Classes for the year 1878, has been 


REDUCED FROM $9.00 TO $7.50 


For one hundred copies per year, postage included. 


Now is the time 10 Subscribe. 


SEND YOUR, ORDERS TO 


American Baptist Publica- 


tion Society. 
1420 Chestnut St., Phila. 
B. GRIFFITH, Sec’y. 


JUST THE THING FOR 
ALL THE SCHOLARS. 


The Record Book for Sunday School Scholars 
is designed to be kept by the scholar, and contains 
a record of his own and his teacher's attend- 
ance and punctuality, ther with the time 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the 
amount of his contribution. 

In regard to this little book The School 

meral use would 











Times says: “Such arecord in ge 

do much to quicken the interest of the scholars in 
the Sunday-school and to raise their standard or 
conduct and scholarsh'p.” 


Price, postage prepaid, only sixty cents per dozen. 
Send five cents for sample, 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
Manager International 8. 8. Supply Co., 
52 BROMFIELD 8T., BOSTON, 
Blackboard Drawing in the Sunday-School. 


We beg to announce that we have undertaken the 
manufacture of 


SPRINGER’S TRANSFER DESIGNS FOR THE 
BLACKBOARD, 


and that we are now preparing a set of these designs to 
illustrate the 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
FOR 1878. 





Each design will be accompanied by the necessary 

directions for executing it, and by a chromo-litho- 

graphic card, showing how the design will look when 
nish fe 


We are also prepared to furnish all the needful 
REQUISITES FOR BLACKBOARD DRAWING, 
such as Blackboard Cloth, Crayons, Pounce-bags, etc. 
A MANUAL for BLACKBOARD DRAWING, by 
FRANK BEARD, 

is now In press, and will shortly be issued. 
For further information and price-lists, apply to 
L. PRANG &@ CO., 
Art and Educational Publishers, Boston, Mass, 
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Each number contains THIRTY-TWO Paexs of read- 
ing, many fine Wood-Cut Dl ns, and one Oor- 


on elegant paper, and full of information. In lish 
and German. Price, $1.25a year. Five copies, : 
Vick’s FLOW&R AND VEGETABLE GaRDEN, 80 chs. 
in paper covers; in elegant cloth eovers, $1.00. 
ICK’s CaTALO@UB,—300 Illustrations, enly 2 cents. 
Address, jas VICK, Rechester, MN. Y. 


R the Presb: at Werk and Leaves, send to 
D. R. NIV Albany, N. Y. ™ 


ELEGANT ©. no two 


ORED PLATS. A beautiful Garden Magazine, printed 
$5.00. 








with name, 





10c,, postpaid, J, B, HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 

Theological, Collegiate, and Preparatory depart- 
ments. Bicetive seedien. Admits both oven. No 
saloon temptations. Best of religious influences. 
Thorough and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and li- 
brary fees only $27 a year. Over 1,000 students. 
Fall term, September 11; Winter term, December 4. 
For circulars address J.B. T. Marsh, Sec,, Oberiin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Un- 
der the College management. First-class teachers. 
Expenses low. Class instruction or private lessens, 
as preferred. As a home for students, Oberlin is 
unsurpassed for healthfulness and religious and 
intellectual advantages. Address Prof. F. B. Rice. 

Thorough Preparation for Business! 


USINESS COLLECE 
se And. ey ag eer revervang . 

. t. adeiphia 

mk taciitties, Tel raphic Dept. in sina 

of the Manager and Electrican of the 

Atlanticand Pacific Telegraph Co, For 

B full particulars, call or send for free 
illustrated circular. J. E.SovULEs, Pres. 
HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 

DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER OO., PA. 

An institution where boys receive a judicious 

Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 

ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 


very low. For catalogues, address 
F. DONLEAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 


|: a SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
es 









































4085 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
t advantages for a thorough education, For 
eirculars, ad 


RS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802. ASea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 





NCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 
Painting, and Music. 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 


OLDEN HILL SEMINARY, 
For Young Ladies, 


Bridgeport, Conn, Address the principal, 
MISS EM ILY NELSON. 








JUST PUBLISHED, 
THE 


Sunshine of Song, 


A bright and sunny collection of New Songs, Ballads 
and Songs with Choruses, and with Piano or Reed 
18) acc’t. A book quite American in character, 
with our own popular composers, and the class of songs 
that are the greatest favorites. 

Uniform in style, binding and price with the “ World 
of Song,” “ Gems of English Song,” and others of the 
“ Library” series, and costs in Boards, $2.50; Cloth, 
$8.00; Fine Gilt, $4.00. 





THE 


Cluster of Gems. 


This is a valnable collection of pieces of a somewhat 
advanced character as to difficulty, and is suited to the 
tastes of advanced players. There are 289 pages Sheet 
Music size, and the pieces. which average about 5 pages 
each, are by Leybach, Spindler, Von Bulow, Lichner, 
Rubenstein, Ascher, Oesten, and other celebrities. Uni- 
form in style, price, and binding with the “Sunshine” 
described above, and with the 27 other books of the 
famous “ Library” series. ‘ 

In Boards, $2.50 ; Cloth, $3.00; Fine Gilt, $4.00. 

For sale at all the principal music stores. Will also 
be mailed, post free, to any address, for the retail price. 
Change may be sent in postage stamps. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 





C. A. DITSON @ CO. J: B. DITSON 4 CO, 
848 Broadway, 922 Chestnut Street, 
New York. Philadelphia, 


PRENTON, KEAN & CO, 


100 Washington St., 
Chicago. 

| Transact a Regular Banking 

| 





Business. 


Buy and sell Foreign Ex- 
| change, Gold Drafis. 

U.S. Bonds, and other Firat- 
Class Investments. 

kep- Advances made on U. S. 
Bonds and other first-class se- 
curities at a low rate of in- 
terest. 
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THE MOST EMINENT living 
authors, such as Rt. Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone, Prof. Max Muller, Prot. 
Tyndail, Dr. W. B. Carpenter, R. 
A. Proctor, Prof. Huxley, Jas. A. 
Froude, Edward A. Freeman, Fran- 
ces Power Cobbe, D. Mackenzie 
Wallace, The Duke of Argyll, Mrs. 
Muloch, William Black. Jean Inge- 
low, Miss Thackeray, Mrs. Oii- 
phant, Mrs. Alexander, George 
Macdonald, Matthew Arnold, W. 
W. Story, Turguenief, Auerbach. 
. Ruskin.Carlyle, Tenyson, Browning 
and many others, are represented in the pages of 


Littell’s Living Age. 


Jan. 1, 1878, Toe LivInG AGE enters upon its 136th 
volume, During the year it will furnish to its readers 
the productions of the foremost authors above 
mamed and many others; embracing the 
choicest Serial and Short Stories by the Leading 
Foreign Novelists, and an amount 


Unapproached by any other Periodical 


in the world, ofthe most valuable Literary and Scient fie 
matter of the day, from the pens of the leading he- 
sayists, Scientists, Crities, Discoverers, wid 
Editors, representing every department of Knowl- 
edge and Progress. 

Tus Livine AGE is a weekly magazine giving more 


than 
THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 

double-column octavo pages of reading-matter 
yearly. It presents in an inexpensive form, consid- 
ering its amount of matter, with freshness, 
owing to its weekly issue, and with a satisfactory 
completeness attempted by no other ae. the 
be«t Essays, Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, Sketches of 
Travel and Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographi- 
eal, Historical and Poetical Information, from the 
entire body of Foreign Periodical Literature, and 
from the pens of the ¢ 


ABLEST LIVING WRITERS, 


“In it we find the best productions of the best 
writers upon all subjects ready to our hand.”— 
Philadelphia Inquirer. 

“The choicest literature of the day.”"—New York 
Tribune, 

“A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain ox 
entertainment and instruction.”—Hon, Robert C. 
Winthrop. 

“The best periodical in America.”— Theo. L. Cuy- 
ler, D D. 

“And the cheapest. A monthly that comes every 
week,” — The Advance, Chicago. 

“It affords the best, the cheapest and most con- 
venient means of keeping abreast with the progress 
of thought in all its phases,”—Philadelphia North 
American, 

“ With it alone a reader may fairly keep up with 
all that is important in the literature, history, poli- 
ties, and science of the day.”—The Methodist, New 
York. 

“it is indispensable to every one who desires a 
thorough compendium of all that is admirable and 
noteworthy in the liverary world.”—Boston Post. 

* Ought to find a place in every American home.” 
—New York Times. 

NEW SERIAL. 

The publication of a new Serial Story by WIL- 
LIAM BLACK will be begun in January. 

Tue Livine Ace is published weekly at $8.00a 
year, free of postage; or for $10.50 THe Living Acs 
and either one of the American $4 monthities (or 
Harper's Weekly or Bazar) will be sent for a year, 
both postpaid; or, for $9.50. Tar Livine Ace and the 
St, Nicholas, or Appleton’s Journal. 

Now is the time to subscribe, beginning with the 
New Year. 


sae- EXTRA OFFER FOR 1878. -a 


To all new subscribers for 1878, will be sent gratis 
the last seven numbers of 1877, containing the first 
installments of a new serial story, “ Erica."—the 
best work of one of the best and brightest authors 
of Germsny, translated for THe Living AGE; also 
a story by the charming English writer, MISS 
THACKERAY, and the usual large amount of other 
valuable matter, 


Address 











LITTELL & GAY, Boston, 





NOW IS THE TIME. 
SUBSCRIBE FOR THE 


Bible Lesson Monthly. 


This Lesson Paper is unsurpassed by any 
similar publication. 

Thousands of teachers know it. 
great demand during the past year. 
jor 1878 are still more 


PLAIN, THOROUGH AND PRACTICAL 


Hence the 
The Lessons 


Hear what a prominent Sunday-school Super- 
intendent in the South s Lys: 

“Tam exceedingly pleased with the Interna- 
tional Series. Sunday-schools are bound to 


thrive and prosper with them.” 
REDUCTION OF PRICE, 

The price has been reduced from 89 
to $7.50 for 100 Copies per year. 

Ja Schools can order these Lessons for the 
year or for any given month. 
FREE, Address 
AMERICAN BAPLIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 

1429 Chestnut St., Phila. 
B. GRIFFITH, Secretary. 


Sample copies 








R the Sunday School World and Leaves, d 
FS R. NIVER, Albany, N. Y. =. ne 











Jannary 5, 1878.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


13 








From Advertisers. 


[From J. J. Wilson, 768 Broadway, New jen 
erst and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—Februa: 
15, 1877 


Itisa pleasure to me"to inform you that my ad- 
vertising in The Sunday School Times has been the | 


exception. Before I had seen the issue containin 
my first advertisement, numerous letters satisfie 
me I had found a medium of the greatest value. 

I am glad to notice that you rig exclude adver- | 
tisements which are intended eceive =| Pea | 
that cannot possibly be made good, an believe 
the value of your medium and the good-will of your | 
patrons is largely due to this fact. 


[From say se Waters &@ Sons. 


Deatsrs Pianos 
Organs, &c., 40 Hast 14th Strest, New Yorke Fee. 
ruary 16, 1877. ] 


We take pleasure fn saying that as an advertising | 
medium, we consider The Sunday School Times one | 


of the best we use. 


From 7. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
nev’s Agency for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union 

Square, New York.} 

I have been so gratified with the returns from my 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that I | 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I | 
may safely say I have received more answers from 
rey advertisement in this paper than from any other 

I have empioyed. 


| From A. J. Weidener, Proprietor, gy 

mial season, of the Franklin Hotel, P 

July31, 1876.] 

I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of 
the best oe for advertising many branches of 
business. I do say conscientiously that I have heard 
from my advertisement in your ar oftener than 
from any other paper in which ave advertised 
this season. 


[From M. 2. Richardson, Publisher of the H 


the Centen- 
tladelphia.— 


ers 


Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.— | 


Jonuary 19, 1877.] 


{t is very gratifying during these times to find 
now and then a paper that brings something like an 
adequate return for the money invested. I have 
been agreeably disappointed with the results of my 
advertisement in your columns. 


[From the y fepuromreph Co., Norwich, Conn.—January 

29, 1877. 

We have received a large number of er rep 
for the Papyrograph who refer to you, including one 
w-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
so far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought, us. 


[From Browne's Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey 
Street, New York.—Feb. 2, 1877.} 


It is but just to your valuable paper, that we 
acknowledge its superior merits as an advertising 
medium. 


Having thoroughly tested it, and watched care 
fully the results, we can honestly state that our ad 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times brought 
us more cash orders than did our advertisement in 
any other five religious papers. Some heavy mails 
consisted largely of orders for goods in which it was 
stated that the advertisemcnt was seen in The Sun- 
day School Times. These ordors were from al! parts 
of the country. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (14 lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 26 cents. Special Notices : 
er line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter; per 
fine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts on the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent. on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions, 
20 per cent. on 26 insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 inser- 
tions. C opy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chesn Street. Philadelphia. 


LESSON PAPERS 
QWESTION BOOKS 


PERIODICALS. 





I supply a great va- 
riety of lesson papers, 
Scholars’ Quarterlies 
and Question Books for 
Sunday-Schoo] Senol- 
ars, and the best of the 
Wee skly and Monthly 
Helps for Superintend 
ents and Teachers, to- 
gether with the vol- 
umes of Notes on the 
Lessons for 1878. Hav- 
ing been ac gui 1inted 
with the businessa long 
time, and a Sunday- 
echooi Superintendent 
: s for several year~, | can 
LESSONS: sh 1818 be of service to schools 

\ & desiring to know which 
are the best helps for 
teachers and scholars. Samples of Question Books 
loaned for examination, Samples of best lesson 
papers sent free. Address, 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
62 Bromfield St., Boston. 


SUNIL MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Stoves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for circular. 


6 nice perforated mottoes for fancy work 


GIR LS ; 10 cts. J. W. Russell, Newton, Mass. 

F FREE 20 Cards, 10 ¢, a 32-column paper and best 
4+-yremium list ever offered free with order. 

Young Folks World, 12 Winter St., Boston, Mass. 


la tronotte: De 
TEACHERS ats ke ~ 


On THE 


ed 














A Monthly 


ING, 
S¢ en ay 














FS aR wy paper, send to D. R. 


NIVER, Albany, 





)m Cardinal, 
¢) with name in gold, 20. 


§ 


Hui] &Co.,Hudson, N.Y 
Elegant Mixed Cards, with name 1%. 
Agent's outfit, 0c, Seavy Bros., Northford,Ct, 





“4 


| 
| 


most satisfactory of any I have ever done without 


~COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin’s Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the ae of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


‘THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 


THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions al! over the country, and {s really a victory over 


the WHOLE WORLD. 


The following is their Report, on which we received the Award: 
“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. 


This Soap was the only 


PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 


DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 


it is to all others. 


at once. 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
an OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 4,15 


Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baggage 


collected and checked to destination by Mann’s 
Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 





The Convention 
: and Choir. 


By S. W. STRAUB. 
5 For Choirs, Conventions, Singing Schools, Etc. 


Very attractive and perfectly graded Elemen- 
a tary Exerc ises, Sparkling Glees, Superb Hymn 
‘Tunes, nearly 200 pages of Sple endid Anthems, 
2 Grand Sacred and Secular Choruses. 
320 pages; only $1.00; $10.00 per dozen, 
™ Choir Leaders, Singing School Teach- 


ers and Convention Conductors should not think 
ot adopting any other bool betore examining this. 


CROWN OF CLORY. GOOD CHEER! 


BY S. W. STRAUB, BY S. W. STRAUB, 





A splendid collection of new For Singing Classes, etc., 
$.5 P Musi highly praised | the MOST and BEST for the 
by all! 35 cts. $3.60 per doz. | money; only 60 c. $6. per doz. 


For sale by Music Dealers and Booksellers generally, 
Either book sent post free for retail price. Specimen pages free, 


“JANSEN, McCLURG & CO., Chicaro, Ul. Whe 





prcsens your Teacher with a Twill Silk Hand- 
kerchief, 21 inch 69 cents, 15 inch 39 cents, 12 inch 2 
cents, or an ‘Initial Linen Handkerchief 50 cents, or 3 
Hem Stitched Linen Handkerchiefs for $1.00, or a 
pair of Ear Muffs 39 cents, or a Muffler for , T5e., 
$1,00, $1.25, or a Pocket Book for 50c., 75c., $1.00, or a pair 
Mt two-buiton Kid Gleves $1.00, or a Collar and a rof 
Cuffs in a fancy box 50 cents, or pair of Pearl Cuff But- 
tons 30 cents, or Lined Kid Gloves $1.25, by mail from 


J. D. CARLISLE, 
37 Fifth Ave., Pittaburgh, Pa. 





, Beautiful Picture Rook. Choice, large 
*ictures, exquisitely printed; with Stories in the 

r used in a story book. Quarto, 13x15 
uninated cloth binding, $1.00. In paper 








a i 


| O Snowflake 
| Ze) ing 


\F 


Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, | 






: “Little 
urate ly 


to hang Up. Toc. 


Folks’ Picture Gallery,” pub- 
as a Picture Scroll for the Nursery, 


D. LOTHROP € CO., 





Boston, 

10) Flowered, Diamond, Watered, Repp, Damask, 

et Cards, no two alike, your name neatly 
printed on all, only 10ec, STAR CO., 


Northford, Ct, 


, Floral, Carrier Dove, Oriental, Morn- 
. Glory, Eastlake, Scotch, etc., Cards, no two 
alike, with name, lc, Eagle ( ‘ard Co., Northiord, Ct. 
NOR the International Monthly" and International 

Weekly Lesson Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 


Albany, mT 





NEW YE ARC ARDS, with name, 20e. 25 Extra 
Mixed, we, Geo, I. Reed & Co., ‘Nassau,  & A 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 








LL. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK 


| NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send 
| it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBB 


, AND BOSTON. 


r readers, who will write for 
No! ELECTRIC SOAP to try. send 


NEW YORK )Arat Ofer for Holidays 


We will during these hard times and 
the holidays dispose of 100 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offered. Waters’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Ill. Cata- 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, 7-octave, $140; 
7 1-3-octave, $1503; Organs, 2 ort 
$48; 4 stops, $53; 7 stops, $653 8 
stops, $703; 10 stops, $85; 12 stops, 
$905 in perfect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at half price. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, New 
York. 


KANSAS. 


All about its Soil, Climate, Resources, Products, 
Laws, and its People are given in the KANSAS 
FARMER, ay yy Weekly, in its 15th year. Post- 
paid, 34 months, 





dress J. a HUDSON, Topeka, Kansas. 
uickly taken a high place among agricultural 
PRE Y. Tribune. We ~——e considered it 


amon thes best of our exchanges, and a worthy repre- 
sentative of the West.Practical’ Parmer, Phila. Our 
Kansas friends should feel much pride in the high char- 
acter and sterling worth of their state agricultural 
paper.—National Live Stock Journal. We cheerfully 
credit it with being one of the best edited of our Wesi- 

ern agricultural exchanges.—Spirit of the Times, N. Y. 















683-715.W. 8ST, 
INCINNAT I. 








Book. MARK |£55° 


esa. S£eas. 





Scores want sey 
Behool. 40,000 tn use. Sample free. 
B. B. Clissold, 18s Matinee 8t., Chicago. 





our pez, get the M Self Winding Top 25 cts., 
t of Tools (9 pees 42 cents. For your gir! get 
a Set. of Dishes in a wooden box 25 cents, Fancy Fur- 
nished Work Box 75 cents, ‘Pocket Book with Chain 


15 cents, by mail from 
J. D. CARLISLE, 
37 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 





NO MORE HARD TIM ES. 


= Ministers: Book and Picture 
ents Wanted, One agent cleared $15, the 


er day, in nine hours. $8 worth of samples free. 
Address fey. 8. T. BUCK, Milton, Northumberland 
Co,, Pa. 





° out Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops rarriixe 
BROW NES Bay oie ouldings. "No Waste Pe 2 cre arPLy 
FLEXIBLE He Saath lesan onsraalier any oth r kind, and 

isbetter Sample package 25 oe , post paid. 
WEATHER Best en article for canvassers, inale or feuale, 
& OUST FRG X'BLE WEATHER STRIP CO., 
. Box 2945. 17 Dey St., New Y: wk. 







P. 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten ceats 
Mailed free. Address M. E., Box 53, Kir « 
New York. 


PULPIT HELPS 


Fo the Leaf , Sain, send te D. R. NIVER, 
Albany, N. Y¥ 


er a 





Rev. Irving A. Searies, Paw 
Pew. Mich. Sample | 10 cents. 








R the Baptist Teacher and Leavespend to D. R, 
Foie ‘ay N.Y. ~ 








PUBLICATION. 


New Publications. 


LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By Rev. 
D. O. Mears. With two steel portraits of Dr. Kirk, 
and views of Mount Vernon Church and the Ameri- 
can Chapel at Paris. Sm. 8vo. Cloth, $8. 

This book will have a larger reading than that ot 
admiring friends. Dr. Kirk made his impress on the 





age in which he lived, and thousands in this and other 
lands will avail themselves of tiis opportunity to know 
more —s ately one who did so mu@h for his fellow 
men. . Especially should it be found in all our Sub- 


bath School Libraries. —C ‘ambridge Press. 

THE STORY OF CREATION. By 8. M. Campbell, 
D.D. Dlastrated. Imo, Cloth, $1.75. 

From Rev. Dr. J. M. Manning, Old South Ch., Bos 
ton: “Having taken it up, I ke pt to it till the whole 
was read, It ought to find ‘multitudes of purchasers. 
SLICES OF MOTHER GOOSE. By Alice Parkman, 

Illustrated by “Champ.” In envelope, 75 cents, 
boards, $1.25. 

*,* New and bright versions of fourteen of the most 
popular Mother Goose rhymes, with exquisite humor 
ous illustrations in silhouette and otherwise, Text 
printed in red, on plate paper. 

ALL AROUND A PALETTE. Children’s Art Series. 
By Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney. Over a hundred tllus- 
trations and striking ‘cover designs, by ‘ Champ.” 
Small 4to. Cloth, $1.50. 


THE CEDARS. More of Child Life. By Ellis Gray. 


Vol. IL. of the Long Ago Series. Illustrated. Sq 
lémo. Cloth, $1.25. 

ONE HAPPY WINTER. By Mrs. 8S. 8. Robbins, 
author of the * Win and Wear Series.” Lllustrated. 


ae Cloth. $1.25. 
*A young girl’s story of a winter in Florida, 


RE. AL BOYS AND GIRIS. By Mary C. Bartlett. 
Illustrated. ltmo, Cloth. $1. 


At all Booksellers, or sent, postpaid, on receipt ot 
price, by the Publishers. 


_eoce wees, BROOKS & CO., Beste. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 
The Paragon of Holiday Books for Musical People. 


“The Great Tone Posts,” 


BEING SHORT MEMOIRS OF THE 
GREAT COMPOSERS. 
BY F. CROWEST. 

A valuable, convenient and beautiful work for 
musical readers; a perfect compendium of infor- 
mation concerning the mst eminent musicians 
and their works. The volume contains inspiring 
sketches of the following composers and their 
works: 

BACH, HANDEL, GLUCK, HAYDN, MOZART, 
BEETHOVEN, WEBER, ROSSINI, SCHUBERT, 
MENDELSSOHN and SHUMANN. 

Nothing cou'd be of greater service to the musi- 
cal student than this elegant work. 

Bound in Cloth, $1.50. 
Sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price, Published by 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


CINCINNATI, OHI¢ 
And 805 Broadway, N EW YORK. 





“Merry Music 





for Merry Christmas. 


What more appropriate gift for a musical frie: d 
than one or more of our “ Golden Series” of music 
books. Each of the following volumes contains 224 
Ratto. of elegant music, worth in sheet form about 

40.00, 


GOLDEN CHORD 
GOLDE* CIRCLE piano-forte music, 
PIANO TREASURES j ease volume contains 


from 150 to 200 beautiful pieces, consisting of Waltzes, 
Polkas, Marches, Galops, Schottisches, Mazurkas, 
Fantasias, Popular Airs, Duetts, etc., etc, 

S| SAS 28 ) Two volumes of choice 
SONG TREASURES vocal music consisting 
SONG DIAMONDS J of Songs, Ballads, ete. 
by the finest writers in Europe and America, Price of 
each of the above volumes, bound in boards, $2.50; in 
cloth, $8.00; in full gilt (an elegant gift edition), $4.00, 


Mailed on receipt of price. Catalogue giving contents 
of each sent free. 


Three volumes of pop- 
ular and brilliant 


EIGHT NEW CHRISTM AS CARO.S 


Together with 40 pages of new music and interesting 
reading matter are contained in 


BRAINARD’S MUSICAL WORLD 


for December.—Holiday Number! Full of choice 
music. Sold by Newsdealers or maj'ed on receipt of 
15 cents. Only $1.50per year With premium, Send lic, 
for Sample copy. 


8. BRAINARD'S SONS, Publish rs. Cleveland, 0. 


The Soul’s Inquiries Answered 
IN THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. 


A Year Book of Scripture Texts, a new'edition Just 
ready, beautifully bound in gilt and black, and appro- 
priate for Ho''day Gifts. No more use ful book could 
re placed in the hands of inquirers or young converts. 
Price, complete with blank pages for diary, $1.00. Edi- 
tion without diary, 50c, 1 hos. Y. Crowell, Publisher, 
744 Broadway, New Yor 


Sold by all booksellers, or sent post-paid on receipt ot 
price. 


Case's Bible Atlas 


‘+s me weeny and up to the times. 16 Full Pag: 
none e x fomatory Yotes,and Index. Designed to aic 
Sunday Schoo Poachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 
i. Price $1.00, Sent by mail ox receipt of price. 

AGENTS WANTED in every gy 


Lahervas 
Terns gwen dress O. D. Casz & Co., Harti 


ord, Cour 


THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 75c. 
HARKY ANGE queens 410 Fourth Ave, 


New American C ehesiiti. A second-hand 
copy, good condition, 16 vols., cloth; also a set in 
sheep, will be exchanged for good books, or sold 
very cheap. Immense catalogue of old and new books. 
American Book Exchange, 55 Beekman 8t., N, 


50, $3. 
N. ¥. 





Sacramental + Sabbaths. 
In Cloth, Biue and Gold, 40 eents per copy. Address 
M. E., Box 53, Kinderhook, New York. 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





— ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « «= += $2.15 each. 
“« 15t0o29 * “ss 190 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. Thenew subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

dubecribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which 1t has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tae Ties to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 

ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ts price, only to subscribers of Tur ‘Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 

id for Tur Sunpvay Scnoou Times, as given on the 

ellow address label on ‘tue Tintes. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, -".s $ .60 
bg one year, - - ~ 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
100 = one year, - = = 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make bn beara for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday Schoo! Times, one year, ~ 9 shillings. 
The superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, -— 1s. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. ks 

Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia, 





NEWEST AND BEST 


MUSIC BOOKS. 


NEW CENTURY. 





By H.S8. PERKINS. 75 cts. per copy. $6 per dor. | 


Is the very best book for Conventions, Classes, 
Choirs, etc., contains a large variety of Glees, Quar- 
tets, Songs, Hymns, Tunes, Chants, Anthems, and 
vocal music of all kinds, and valuable lessons in 
voice culture. 


GETZE’S NEW METHOD 


For the Piano Forte,’ 
isa bright, fresh work, presenting the subject in 
the most attractive and delightful manner; among 
much other new matter is a very valuabie treatise 
on accompanying, and a number of very beautiu. 
songs. Thousands of copies sold, Price, $2.75. 


ARMOR BEARER, 


By Rev. B. P. HAMMOND and W. W. BENTLEY, 

Ia the best book for Praise, Prayer, Gospel, Camp, 
and other devotional meetings. Contains over two 
hundred of the best erene and Music by the most 
popular composers. cts. per copy. $30 per hun- 


CHURCH WELCOME. 


The largest and best Collection of Hymn Tunes, 
Anthems, ete.. for all denominations, Aliso contains 
a fine ec: llection of Glees, Part Songs, ete. Reduced 
orice, $1z per dozen, 400 pages, Is meeting with a 
beak sale, 

Publ shed by WM, A, POND & O©O., 547 Broadway 
Branch Store, 89 Union Square, N. Y, 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 


fiearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka’ine atrength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
jet or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rozixson Bros. & Co., Boston. 





PUBLICATIONS. 








SABBATH SCHOOL 
MEN, 


Before you order Sab- 
bath School Papers for 
another year, send for 
samples of 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 
GOOD CHEER, 
OLD & YOUNG. 


Each differs from tho other. 


All are full of the Cospel. 
Beautifully Ilustrated 


and Attractive. 
Price within reach of all. 


FOR TERMS, SEE THESE PAPERS, 


Published Monthly by the 








Samples sent FREE on application to 


E.W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
P.O. Box 5105, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE! 


GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 





THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


Westminster Cust Book, 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


TO REDUCE THE PRICE 
FROM 


$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878. 





THE CONCERT EXERCISE 


FOR 1877-1878. 
PRICE PER 100 $3.00. 


| JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup’t, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 


Nationa: Sunday Schoo! 


TEACHER 


M. C, Hazard, Editor. Best and most thorough 


| NOW READY. 
| 
| 








raphy, Mythology, ete., of the lessons, fully treated 
in separate depertments, Its lessons are most 
helpful and inspiring. 
exceedingly popular. Wall be taken if examined. 
$1.50 per year—les- than 


A POSTAGE STAMP 


for each Sunday, In clubs of five or more,$1.25 each. 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEHRLY. 
A new eight-page paper for the pupil, entirely 
devoted to the lesson, Can be given out each Sun- 
day. Twice the size of the ordinary lesson leaf 
Same price. Nearly the size of Quarterlies at about 
\y their price, Taans:—Single copy, 9 certs per 
year; 109 copies, $9 per year; 100 copies for one 
month, 75 cents. 


THE LITTLE FOLKS. 
A Beautifully Tlustrated paper for Primary « lasses 
for Four Sundays in each month, 
| ‘Terus:—Single copies, 30 cents per year. 
Specimen eop of each of the above FREE: 
| ADAMS, BLAC EMER, & LYON PUB, CO., Chicago. 











THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


| is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Iis cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cis. a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a & men 
Number, and be convinced. Kedarose, 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Pablishers 
Broadway,New York. 


Christian at Work Publishing Co. | 


Teacher's Help published. The Geography, Biog- | 


Its editorial departments are | 


PUBLICATIONS. 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


VISIONS OF HEAVEN, 


For the Life on Earth. 


BY THE REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of 
“PARADISE,” etc. 

















to purchase this, a companion book. 
PRICE, $1.50, 


The Book for the Holidays. 


THE SUNBEAM BOOK. 


Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 


Small quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented. 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED, 400 pp. PRICE, $1.50. 


Please address 
JOHN A. BLAOM, Business Superintendent, 
18% CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


THE INDEPENDENT, 


LARGEST, 


16mo. 





























BEST, 
| CHEAPEST 
RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER IN THE WORLD. 


| Rev JOSEPH COOR’S famous BOSTON MONDAY 
| LECTURES, 


| printed VERBATIM each week. 


Lectures on‘ Biology” and “ Transcendentalism,” 
delivered last year by the Rev. Joseph Cook, and pub- 
lished in handsome book form by J. R. Osgood & Co. 

price $1.50 each volume), offered asa premium. Either 
| volume and one year’s subscription for $3.00, 
Many other very valuable premiums offered. 





An Astonishing Offer ! 
WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY 


(price $10), bound in library sheep, 1854 pages, over 
.000 wood-cuts, given away FREE for 3 New Sub- 
scribers and $9. 

Subscription price of THE INDEPENDENT, 83 a 
year, THE INDEPENDENT (1 year, with either vol- 
ume of Lectures), postage paid, &. 3 years to 1 sub- 
scriber, or 1 year to3 subscribers, with $10 Dictionary, 
for only $9. Specimen copies sent free, 


Address THE INDEPENDENT, New York. 


MARK TWAIN'S 
PATENT 


SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 











Scrap-Book made, 
Each page is already 
gummed toreceive 
your scraps. 

a a 

| 

| Child’s Book, 1 style, 49 cents each, 

| Newspaper Clippings, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 

| Pictorial Sera ook, 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00. 
| Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 

| Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15c. and 1: 

Any of the above books can be obt..oed through 
| a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
| publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 
| paid, on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 
; circular, 


| SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 


Biank Book Manvuracrurens, 
1819 and 121 William Street. New York. 


'SHUTE’S TIME-SAVING 


LIBRARY RECORD 


| Tells without the writing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what number it was, and who 


took it out. It also prevents. if desired, the same 


book being given the second time to any scholar, | 


ana tells quickly how many times each book has 
been taken out during a given period. It will last 
for several years. s 
The Sunday School Times says of this Record: 
“We are assured by a librarian of eleven years’ 
standing that this is the best he has ever employed. 
The advantages claimed for it seem to be borne out 
by the testimony of those making use of it.” 
“SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR, 
by mail, prepaid, only $1.50. 
EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Price 








SUNDAY-SCHOOL HELPS. 

Oldest Sunday-School and Tract Depot west of the 
Mississippi Anything furnished to order: Eastern 
prices. Correspondence solicited. 
| J. W. McINTYRE, Agent, 719 Olive St., St. Louis, 





— ———————— 





ro ona Our New Forty-Page Tilustrated Watch and 
is F Jewelry Catalogue we send everybody Free. 
GOLD Preven. : 


PENCIL 
GR TOOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila. Pa 





E> ery one that has read “Paradise” will be wise 











WORTH REPEATING. 


BETWEEN THE LINES. 
{From All the Year Round.] 


Sing the song of the singer, merrily ring the 


rhymes, 

Light is the lay they tell us, light asits echoed 
chimes : 

Sing the song of the singer, mocking at doubt and 
fear, 

Catch the joy of its melody, let its daring beauty 
cheer ; 

Well that the mellow music may bear no hidden 
signs 

Gf the broken heart of the poet, written between 
the lines. 


Watch the part of the player, bravely and deftly 
done, 

See the difficult height attained, the loud ap- 
plauses won; 

Weep with his passionate sorrow, thrill to his 
passionate bliss, 

Blending your joyous laughter with that happy 
laugh of his; 

Well that his marvellous acting dazzles, wins, 
refines, 

Who thinks of the desperate effort, written 
between the lines ? 


See es of the painter, in coloring rare and 
rich, 

Give it its well-worn homage, choose it the 
choicest niche ; 

Hang it where it may render, as an artist’s best 
can do, 

Companionship in its beauty, delicate, pure, and 
true | 

Well that its silent loveliness softness and thought 
combines; 

None read the bitter baffling strife, written be- 
tween the lines 


Watch the path of the prosperous : sunny, and 
smooth, and bright, 

Health and wealth to give it its full of sweetness 
and Jight; 

See how the easy future is planned for the care- 
less feet, 

Given each slight desire, flattered each vague 
conceit. 

Well that the outward surface gladness and 
peace enshrines ; 

Who knows the tale of the skeleton, written be- 
tween the lines ? 


If the singer dies in solitude, his songs sigh on as 
sweetly ; 

If the statesman hasa hearth disgraced, does face 
the world less metely ? 

So the artist’s touch is fine and sure, who heeds 
the hand that guides it ? 

Does the player feel a fading life? his miming, 
masking hide it 

Cypress and rose, and laurel, Fate’s reckless hand 
entwines; 

Life reads the printed story—death writes be- 
tween the lines, 





CONVALESCENCE. 


{From The Saturday Review.] 


The first dawn of recovery has its pleas- 
ures. It is like waking on a summer's 
morning after a long night’s sleep. But, 
however delightful the transition from death 


lg The only convenient | to life, it heralds a period of weariness and 


distress almost exceeding the sufferings of 
the illness itself. A parallel may be found 
in the case of minorailments. For instance, 
when the blood has been accidentally pre- 
vented from circulating freely in one of our 
limbs, no inconvenience is experienced ; but 
when the vital fluid reflows, great discomfort 
and pricking sensations succeed. Again, 
the act of fainting is said to be far from 
unpleasant, while the resuscitation is disa- 
greeable or even distressing. So in severe 
ulness there may ve periods of pseudo- 
pleasure, while the restoration to health 
may beirksome intheextreme. Returning 
strength seems almost too rough and rude 
a friend for the poor weak ‘body; and if its 
first tenders of assistance are welcome, we 
are tempted to wish that it would not be 
quite so energetic in its later advances. Our 
bodies during convalescence become bones 
ot contention between strength and weak- 
ness, each of which struggles hard for the 
mastery. 


It is disheartening, after a rapid advance, 
to find that we had overrated our powers, 
and to be thrown back for a week or two. 
As we begin to walk about a little, we 
become more keenly sensible of our great 
weakness than we were when still lying in 
bed; and when we throw ourselves down 


| for rest upon an easy-cbair cr a couch, we 


draw unfavorable comparisons between their 
comfort and that of our bed. It would be 
like striking our flag to return to the latter 
place of repose; and we therefore remain 


| wearily on the sofa or arm-chair until the 


happy moment arrives when we can respect- 
ably ensconce ourselves between the com- 
fortable sheets. 

During convalescence, reading must of 
necessity form our chief amusement; but 
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our brains and eyes soon weary ofit. And 
then, in our books and newspapers, we read 
of those who are, or have been, up and 
doing ; and this makes our own enforced 
idleness the more painfully apparent. 
Everybody seems to be at work except our- 
selves. Perhaps itstrikes us that our confine- 
ment to the house is a capital opportunity 
for working up some foreign language, or 
cultivating some art or science. We set to 
work valiantly, but the grammar proves 
quite beyond our strength, the pencil will 
not bring the lines into drawing, and the 
scientific problem makes our heads ache 
‘She idea occurs to us that at any rate we 
can write a light satire, and that such an 
occupation will cheer and amuse us, This 
attempt, however, is an uiter failure; all 
our efforts to summon sparkling wit and 
effervescence result in miserable unsuccess, 
and in place of a brilliant squib we produce 
a few vapid pages, while a deep gloom settles 
upon us instead of a spirit of fun and banter. 
We pipe unto our wit, but it will not dance 
The black demon of disgust with the world 
and with ourselves hovers round us. In 
this stage, to what depths may we not sink ? 
Perhaps even to attempts at poetry or 
musical composition, There are no limits 
to human folly. 


The patient who is sane enough in mind 
to be aware that he has no special genius 
will probably long for society. Yet, when 
his friends come to visit him, he soon 
becomes intensely wearied. The callers’ 
very anxiety to amuse without fatiguing 
him makes them stilted and awkward, while 
he has not sufficient vital energy to keep 
the ball of conversation rolling about con- 
ventional nothings. The convalescent host 
is an object richly deserving of pity. 





Good News 
FOR ALL! 


The Publication Society has decided 


to send sample copies of AL their San- 





day-school Papers FREE to any one 
wishing to examine them. The num- 
bers for January, 1878, are Now ready. 


Apply at once. Compare them with 


others, and you will be convinced that 
they are the BEsT and CHEAPEST pub- 
lished. Address, 
American Baptist 

Publication Society, 


1420 Chestnut St., Phila. 
B. GRIFFITH, Secretary.3 
2 Tremont Temple, Boston ; 
76 East Ninth Street, New York; 
71 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
209 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 





CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. - 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O. address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted, 
Tilustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vaspvuzey & Tirt, 102 E. 2d St., Cincinnati 


-MENEELY & KIMBERLY — 

















Bell Founders, Troy, N. ¥ | 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
4am Ulustrated Catalogues sent free. } 


F, A. FERRIS & CO.’S 
UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAM 








PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or princi ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 


J. ESTEY & COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schoclis, 
Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCOBSS. 


Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 
purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE, 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 








SAXEH & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
PO a ah itt te nh en toe. collie 








" HILL’s 
“Ma | Folding. Sunday-school Library 
—— BOOKCASE. 


AR 
ugeany | RNS) 
vet} ae 
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‘RNC 
AREY 
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SOMETHING NEW EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL SHOULD 
HAVE. 


NOTHING LIKE IT IN POINT OF ECONOMY, STYLE, 
CONVENIENCE, ELEGANCE, OR NOVELTY. 

Every case implies a thorough system in the manage- 

3 ment of the library, and soon saves many times its 
4 cost. 
The standard size is twelve feet in length, and folds 

into a space of 24x36 inches. 

se Can be shipped to any part of the United States. 

~ Built of fine walnut, and highly finished. 


For particulars address 
Send for descriptive catalogue. C. F. HILL, Hazleton, Pa. 


i" 





PEL HOLIDAY Su. nD AYS 


x : CET THE CELEBRATED 


Viodel Printine Press. 


Nothing in the world would please your boy so much, and nothing would prove 
a better investment for your store or office. Our new $3 press will do the finest 
kind of card or label work, while our $10 size will do three-fourths of all the 


PRICE, 


$3 
awd 
And Upwards 


TOBE oe Se on ye ng Send + cents for eee eT EL PRINTER galled HOW. 

, and also asample copy o andsome new paper, ** De.’ 
. WD AUCHADAY & CO., Inventors and Manufacturers, HE ROSELL? PNA Sas IA, PA. 
ooo —————————————— =e = =e ee = ————— 















The Combined WALKING, ROCKING, RECLIN- 
ING, and Crib BABY-CHAIR, 

One of the most useful articles of Furniture ever 
| invented. A splendid Holiday present. special 
i) terms now offered to purchasers. For illustrated 
a ee Price List, address ERIE CHAIR CO., 

a. 











INSURANCE. 





1825, 1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRF .x.xSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1828. | 

Capital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,655,717.20. | 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
_JOHN L, PHOMDUN, Ass’t. Secretary. _ | 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Umbrellas <> and Canes, 


M. ¢ A. HASSLERS 


Manufactory, 634 Arch Street, Phila., 
Three doors below Seventh. 

Immense assortment of Silk, Regina, Alpaca, Zanil- 
la, and Scotch Gingham Umbrellas, with Pearl, Ivory, 
Walrus, Amber, and Natural Handles. Silk Umbrellas, 
£.%, $3.00, $8.50, $5.00, and upwards. Extra Twilled 
Silk Umbrellas, $6.00, $7.00, $8.00, $9.00, and upwards, 





AND BREAKFAST BACON, 
x64, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 





NONE GENUINE UNLESS BEARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, as in theent. » 








243 Broadway, New York. 





66 Nassau ot., iv. z 


Gold, Ivory, Silver, Horn, and Natural Wood Canes, 
UMBRELLAS REPAIRED AND COVERED. 

Awan Sour Guru | es —_ 

PEN. Send stamp for cir- 

culars, Pens repaired, 50c, 


R The Sunday School Times, Scholars’ Quar- 
terly and Weekly Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 
Albany, N. Y. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc, Send 
for catalogue, R. Morris, Chicago, Il 





AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$2 50. H.S. GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
einnati, O. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly and —~ nara. 
est Paper in the World, with Mammo 
Chromos Free. Big Commissions to A 
and Outfit Free. Address P. @. 
Augusta, Maine. 


nts. Terms 
ICKERY, 


se BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! er 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “‘ Wrote Another Book” and it is ready. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 

Send for Territory. Circulars, ete.,atonce, Address 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO.,, Hartford. Conn. 
Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Il.; Newark, N. J. 


PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ, (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Ilus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN OO. 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK 
250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 











TO ADVERTISERS 322° 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. {60 8vo.pp. Morecomplete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newspapers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lista 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
Samseot ~ a advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in news r 
advertising. Address No le q % & SON. 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 


LUMBER. 


AT WHOLESALE. 

Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS. Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. jso 
jressed seasoned Lumber. Wainscoting, Mould- 
eon etc., for trimming churches and fine dwel)- 
ngs 





Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WA'LING. 106 WALL STREET. New York. 


DR. WARNER'S 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt supporter and self-adinst- 
ing pads. Unequaled for heautv, 
style, and comfort. Approved by all 
physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
; Samples, any size. by mail. 
et In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
ng Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway, N. Y. 


1 CONTS YOU NOTHING 
















To try our Organs, for we send them on ten da 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. 
right, solid walnut Cases, 23-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 


ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, N. J. 


Vela tuna 


Fancy Woops, 


DESIGNS, TOOLS &c&c. 

“LARGE ASSORTMENT NEW 32 PAGE | LLUS TRATED List FREE 

| G. WEBSTER PECK, Manor's Acent 
1/0 CHAMBERS ST. N.Y 


| te The Patent Tidy Fastener, made of Plush, 


all colors. Send 25 cenies for a half dozen 
F()iseere MIXED CARDS, with name, 1Sc. 40 
j 





AGENTS WANTED. 





samples; also ladies’ Indispensabies. E A. 

Hu chinson & Co, mfa,, 116 Nassau Street, 

a = 

in case, 13c, 25 styles Acquaintance Cards, 10c, 
HOWDa&CO., Brietol, Conn, 


Ag’ ta outfit, 10¢ 





= Fancy Cards, Snowflake, Damask, etc., no 2 


| alike 
| 25 with name, llc, Nassau ,Card Co., Nassau N. Y. 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 


9 ieet by 5 feet and 16 feet high, with 10 Registers: and 
235 Pipes, incuding a Sub-Bass of 27 Notes, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pipes, 
all speaking and richly decorated, can be farnished 
by as for $750. It is one of our new Series of 
Church Organs for village churches, comprising 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to ‘$1,250. 
These Organs surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, Hlegance of 
Appearance and Perfection of Action, 


Aap DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand com. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 











No. 75. Two Manuals, 32 Stops. $1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops. 1,000 
No, 87. Two M , 15 Stops 900 


No, 88. Three Manuals, CE ~~ 
No, 89. One Manual, 12 Stops 











No. 91. Two Manuals, 1€ Stops. po 
No. 92. One Manual, 11 Stops. 500 
No. 95. Three Manuals, 36 Stops.._._....--.---. 2,000 


E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 
BOSTON, MASS. 

Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke’s 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 
Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
part of the country. 





AT A COST OF ONE CENT. 


Send the request on a postal card, and we will at 
once forward post-paid, a specimen package of all 
popular S. S. Papers issued (Teachers’ Magazines 
also If desired) from which to make up order for ’78, 

Will also enclose gratis our new classified refer- 
ence Catalogue of Sunday School Literature and 
helps. This will be found quite helpful and sugges- 
tive to officers and teachers. 


























We are now supplying thousands of schools in 
all parts of the United States and Canadas. 


Address FH. REVELL, Sunday School Emporium, 
143 & 150 Madison St., Chicago. 
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all applicants, 
= as colored plate, 500 engravings, 
out 150 pages, & a full descriptions, 
eet} directions for planting over 12 
varicties of Vegetable aud : apa $ 
invaluable to all. Send for it 


D. M, FERRY & CO.. Detroit Mich 


A FARM cows i \ P| 


Noe is the time to seenre it. Only FIVE DOL- 
ARS for an Acre of the BEST land in America. 


2:000.000 ACRES 


in Eastern Nebraska now for si ale. TEN YEARS’ 

CREDIT GIVEN INTERES 7 FONE Y¥ SIX 
PER CENT. Fulr informaiion sent free. Ad- 
dress O. F. DAVIS, Land Agent U. P. R. R., 
OMAHA, NEBRASK. A. 


PLENDID MARKET GARDEN, 


Well ped, Sash, Tools, and Crops for 
i878. One mile ae best market in New England. 
All for sale or to lease b 




































| 4 EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name 
JOHN B. SMITH, East Hartford, Conn ° 


FOR <1878. 


In arranging its plans for 1878. it has been the aim of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each special department; also to secure gre¢ ater variety and richness than 
before in every Other portion of its columns, Announcements are now made as follows: 


PROF C H TOY, D.D : LL.D of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 


*Y foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 
of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old T estament Lessons. 


of the University at Rochester, a member 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D., of the Bible Revision Committee, will con- 
tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 


PROF AUSTIN PHELPS D D of Andover Theological Seminary, author of “ The 
. , . sot y . . . 


*9 Still Hour,” will furnish a series of Meditations, or 
Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week, 
H. CLAY TRUMBUL Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continne his Tlustra- 
9 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 
readers of The Times during the year now closing. 
GEORGE A. PELTZ Corresponding Editor, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 
9 work, giving the lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 
nation of its biography geography, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 
ners and customs, as will aid the student to its better understanding. 
6s FAITH LATIMER #9 will supply her admirable expositions of the lessen for the 


benefit of Primary Class teachers. 
who is following in the steps of his disting sished father 
The REV. W. W. NEWTON, asa preacher to children, is to furnish ?’‘ustrations, 
original and selected, for each week’s lesson. 
will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 
The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D., ments on the lessons, week by week, 
OTHER LESSON HELPS The Rey. Messrs. J.C. W. Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 
“Mr. Henry Plant will present Blackboard Outlines and 
Hints on the lessons from time to time. Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 
week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 
be YR by well-known scholars. 


ROSE TERRY COOKE who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 


9 character, Will write a serial story for the columns of The Times. 
This is Mrs. Cooke’s first serial story, and it is written for the sumulus and encouragement of 
Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers, 


MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON 80 well known for his literary | work on The 


9 Independent, and as an editor of “ The Hist: ry 
of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 
Sunday School Times, 

PROF. ISAAC H. KRALL recently of the Syrian Protestant College at Beyrout, widely 

9 known as a learned and accurate scholar in the field of bibli- 
cal research, is to devote himself to the varied departments of The Times and its accompanying 
lesson heips, including the giving of explanatory notes on the Scholars’ Quarterly, and explain- 
ing Orientalisms of the Old Testament lessons. 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS. A series of sketches of personal expertence in the 


Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 
school men, will be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 
men will have a place in The Times. Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 
include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 


NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS. If you will send your name and post-office 

address, together with twenty-five cents, to 
the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subse ribers, The regular prices are as follows: From 1 10 14 copies a 
year, $2. et wy From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.60 
each. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 








THE 











— yur in all great contests, and for 

the past Fifty-Three Years 
the Acknowledged Standard of the World— 
being copied not only by the makers of this 
country, but of Europe—will be offered during 
the present conditions of trade at 


C y Greatly Reduced 
Prices. 


— oe {ee were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLD'S FAIR in LON- 
: DON, 1851: at the GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, 1867; at the 
INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION in 
PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms. 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
Chickering Hall, 
Fifth Ave., cor. 18th St., 
New York City. 


P. 8.—A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE YEARS—given with every Piano. 






W. H. DUTTON & SON, 
1301 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia. 


NEW YEAR’S CANDY. 
Samples by Mail, Free. 


SUPERINTENDENTS or persons in charge or Sunday-school Anniversaries, or New Year’s 


* Festivals, desiring t. purchase, can have sample packages of candy sent 
by mail at no cost to them whatever, by writing at once to the extensive and well-known candy manu- 
facturers named below. Samples wil! be se: toi candy that can be furnished to Sunday-schools at twenty 
cents, twenty-five cents, and thirty-five centsa pound. A selection can easily be made in this manner, 
and all ordérs will be promptly and satisfactorily filled. Either a one, two, or t»ree pound box of superb 
confections will be sent by mail to any address‘ at eighty cents a pound, Address 


‘CROFT. WILBUR, & CO., 1226 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











NEW AND BEAUTIFUL cox AND SONS, LONDON, 
+ vy 

REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY | 13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds Branch Depot, 12 West St., Boston. 
and designs—com prising—Motto Cards—Reward | aRT WORK IN W WOOD, STONE. "MET AL, TILES 
Cards. Scripture ‘text Cards—Sentiment Cards— ND STAINED GLASS. 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymna’ | Christmas Keosauines for Church and Domestic 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price tist EDUCATIONAL Use. now on exhibition. 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address J. H.BUF-| © stiffs’ Plain and Decorated Lambeth Ware. 
FORD'S SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine List of Catalogues on application. 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 














R Primary Teachers’ Monthly and Pictorial 
Y | Primery | Lesson Leaves, send to NIVER, 


10 cts., post-paid. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. ¥ | Alpany, N 


NEW , ANSWER PAPER! ! 


SUNT ay-30n SCHOOL , LESSONS FOR 1878, 


FULL FXPLANATIONS AND LESSON 
HELPS FOR SCHOLARS, 


as complete as other papers have for teachers, will 
be given in the NEW PAPER, 


Fath se 


Scholar's Companion. 


Issued January 1, 1878. 

Edited by the author of “ The Scholar's Hand-Books.” 
Published monthly. 8pp. Square 4to. Large 
page—large clear type. 

FRESHEST, BRIGHTEST, CHEAPEST, 

And ony complete Periodical for Scholars. ' 

NLY 20 CENTS A YEAR. 
Fight or os re copies only 15 cents a year, costing for 
a class of eight scholars only 10 cents per month, or 30 
cents for three a 


The Sunday School World, 


FOR TEACHERS, 
Containing the International Bible Studies, for 1878 
br the Rev. John Hall, D.D. of New he 
Monthly, a mail, 6c _ In clubs, 55c., 
HE CHILD'S WORL 
Edited by the REV. RICHARD NEWTON, Dz. 
100 copies per year, monthly, $12; semi- monthly, $24 
By mail, monthly, $13; se mi-monthly, $26, post-paid. 


PRICES REDUCED!!! 


GRADED LESSON PAPERS, 
FOR SCHOLARS. 
1. TheYAdvanced. 2. The Intermediate. 3. The Pri- 
mary. Price reduced from $9 to $7.50 for 100 copies a 


year. 
REVIEW PAPERS. (Quarterly.) 
1. Large Review Chart, 3's by 5 feet. 25 cts. each. 


2. ——— nt’s Review Paper, 2 cts. each. 
3. Scholars’ Review Paper, 100 copies, 75 cts. 


tage paid. 


THE SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK 
On the IN TE RNATIONAL LESSONS, by Rev. F. W. 
Rice; with Explanations, &c.,on Lessons from January 
to July, 1878. 10 cents. Per 100, $8. 
PUBLISHED BY THE 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia ; 
8 & 10 Bible House, New Y ork; 7 Beacon St., Boston; 
73 Randolph St., Chicago; 207 N. 6th St. Louis. 


FOR INFANT CLASS PUPILS, 
MRS. CRAFTS’ 


Pictorial Primary Lesson Paper 


fa dozen pictures in each number by 
reat BE ARD and other artists, besides “ ‘ Letter to 
Mamma,” “Golden Text,” ** Lesson Hymn,” “ Lesson 
Story,” and questions. 
Only 12 cents a year, 
or $9 00 for 100 copies for a year. 
FOR TEACHERS OF CHILDREN 
In the meuns,. ne Infant Class, and Inter- 
edi -te Clarses, oi 
MRS, CRAFTs’ PRIMAK Y TEACHER'S 
MONTHLY. Special Contributors:—Mrs Kmil 
Huntington Miller, Miss Jenny B. pares 
Mrs. Virginia F. Kent, Mrs. S k, k, and 
others. Every number contains p NAS. "interne. 
tional Lessons for Primary Gemees, also, another set 
for Intermediate Classes, a rance Lesson, 
Meditations for Spiritual Life, hin ergarte> Arti- 
cle, Sermon to Children, by Rev. W. F. Crafts, . . 8 
for Weekly Children’s Prayer-Mecting. 
Hints on The Bible at Home, The Letter Drawer 
Normal Class Exercise, Songs, etc., etc. 
Only 50 cents a year 
in clubs ; single subscriptions, 60 cents. Samples free. 
_FAIES ANKE &00., 46 | Madison St., Chicago, Til. 





THE GALAXY 


MERGED WITH THE 


ATLANTIC MONTHLY. 


The Public are hereby informed that THE GALAXY 
has been purchased by the undersigned, publishers 
of THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY, and having been com- 
bined with the ATLANTIc will no longer appear as a 
separate magazine. 

THE ATLANTIC, of which the February number 
will be the first issue of the combined magazines, 
will be seut to all subseribers to THE GALAXy for 
the remainder of the present year. Subscribers to 
THE GALAXY can obtain the Atlantic portraits of 
Whittier, Bryant, and Longfellow for One Dollar 
each by addressing the undersigned, ¢ 


H, 0. HOUGHTON AND COMPANY, Boston ; 
_HURD & HOUGHTON, New York. 





JUST ISSUED. 


OLD TESTAMENT 
Wall Map of 
PALESTINE. 


Especially designed to illustrate the International 
Sunday-School Lessons from January 1 to July 1, 1878 
Compiled from the best authorities. Showing every 
place in Palestine mentioned in the Oid Testament 
the location of which is known. With an alphabetical, 
reference list and a new and improved method of 
reference by which any place can be readily found. 

Size, 30x 44 inches. ‘Printed on cloth. Handsomely 
colored. PRICE, ONLY $1.59. 

The above sent by mail upon receipt of price. 


Published by FAIRBANKS « Co., 
46 Madison St., Chicago, ill. 





PULPIT PAINTINGS FOR ILLUSTRATED SER- 
MONS OR SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEETINGS.—Rev. E. 
M. Long, who for 20 years has been preaching and 
developing the plan of Illustrated Sermons in revival 
efforts, in 700 Churches and 22 States of the Union, ha 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of Pastors® 
Sunday-school Supe rintendents in weekly, monthly§ 
or revival services, and loans them for 10 per cent. o 
cost. Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 

list of churches now using them, revivals, &c., sent for 
10cents. Photographs of Paintings also’sent. Effec- 
tive in hokiing eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old, and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N, 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 
“ Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Arties; 
and Illustrated Stationery for Religious Corres 





dence; and Illustrated Letters, in script, for Pasto 
Superintendents, and Teachers to send to 
en's experiences. 





